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PROFESSOR IAN RALSTON
Head of School

Spring brings with it 3 new issue of Ren ospedt, which as ever chronicles
the mterests and enthusiasms of the School of History, Classics and
Archaeclogy’s student commmunity:. Along with the three subject-focused
student socleties, the group coalesced around the production of
Retrospect represent a fourth important student group directly associated
with the Willam Robertson Wmg.

After the last 1ssue highli.g,hting ‘Preedom’ as its main theme, the first
under the editorship of Lydim Willgress, this 1ssue 15 devoted to
considerations of—a t‘ming theme for springtime and new beEnminEs
—‘Origms’. This 15 wholly appropriate, for nattersrelated to crigms are
central to much of the work represented within the School.

One excellent piece m this issue locks at the wider beginnmgs of the
‘cocame fiend’. Cocame, derived from coca leaves imported from South
America, and long chewed (as was tobacco) by some New World
corrmunities, has been with us m Europe and North America for a
century and a half. Durmg, thas tume it has had a very mixed press, now
much less favourable than its mitial reception. Doctors were mformed
m 1885 by the Parke Davis Company (for whom Signmund Freud acted
as a consultant) that cocame

can supply the plce of food, make the coward brave, the silent
eloquent, free the victims of akohol and opium habit from ther
bendage, and, as an anaesthetic render the sufferer msensitive to
pam, and make attamable to the surgeon heghts of what may be
termed, “aesthetic surgery” never reached before.

Other origms sammed m this 1ssue are those of the Itahan military
escapade m Ethiopin m the 1930, usually termed the Second Itale-
Abyssman War (1935-6), and arguably a short-lived high pomt of
Mussolini’s achievements. From the same era, appeasement of therismg
power of Germany was part of Meville Chamberlhm’s strategy until the
tanks rolled inte Bohema m nud -Mareh 1939: another plece locks at
the origms of appeasement in the mmnds of peliticans for whom the
carnage of the Great War was still a relatively fresh memory.

There 1z aleo an mterview with Peter Gmn, whe trained as an
archaeclogist at UCL's Institute of Archaeclogy and whose most recent
televizion series recreated farmung practices of the Second World War
period — when the prime requrement was to feed the nation - on a
Hal‘npshirefarn}. The Scottish Matwonal Portrait Ga]]a'gr’s The MNation //
Live Work, Union, Civil War, Faith, Roots esduibition i1s reviewsd. Cn
until May this year, and curated by Robin Bailie from projects carried
out by commumnity groups across Scotland wath suppert from Creative
Scat]and the esdubition s ma v ery different vem from the SNPG of
old. Teo narkedly different recent blockbusters from the cmenma—The
Wbif of THall Street and the remarkable 12 Years a Slave—arealso eamined
m the review section.

I'm sure you will fmd much of interest in the fo]]owing pages.

LIYDIA WILLGEESS

Editor

For far too long I"vereferred to Retvospect asmy babj.r. Mo
after three and a half years of writing, editing, designing (1f
that's what you can call it) and fundraising, I am beth
saddened and relieved to be passing the baton on to such a
capable team. [ wnsh Elhe, Kerry and Sanmmmy —along wath
therest of the new editors—the best of huck and hﬂpe [ can
contmnue to help Retrospert m the future, as it has helped me.

[ have many Pec:ple to thank for n'ul::ing my tune with the
journal so wonderful. | am supremely gratef'ul to the team
this year for pullng togetha and putting up with endless
pub quizzes and nagging. [osh Peter, our designer, hasalso
been Ereplaceable and his clever, thoughtful and, quite
frankly, amazing eye for detail helps nuake Retrogpect what 1t
15. Many thanksalso need to be given to the History, Classies
and Archaeology School (particularly Anne, Niko, Richard
and lan) for continuing to support Retrospect as we've
found cur feet. To the former Editer, Will Elliz wathout
wheom [ wouldn't have had a chance in hell, and to Tom
Nash, who attended our meetmgs and, on the offchance
he couldn't attend our pub quuzzes, donated money anyway
—you guys nude me smile! Fially, to everyone who has
believed m us smce we started and got mvolved Il sorme
way —thank you.

‘Origins’ 1s, then, a EUI'L'I:'IY theme for me to bow out on. |
am, however, exxeptionally proud to have my name as
Editor on this final 1ssue. This year we have doubled our
membership, engaged with a range of students and
(hopefully) have piqued the mterest of many more. Our
E,l'ﬂ‘m‘l’l‘l 1sreflected m the qua litj.r of thearticles. [ thorcughlj.r
m_]cq,red Eq:hl:ing this 1ssueand [ hope it1sasmuchofa joy to
read as 1t was to work with.

I hope Retrospect will contmue to growand I look forward

to being an ahmmna for such an meredible journal.

Lw

wriiretrospectfournal.co.nk
Edrtion of 1000
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HISTORY

ELLIE BACK

CLASSICS
ELERI BOYESEN

ne of History Soclety’s greatest successes 13 o ifs
O t History 5 greatest t

provision of different events to suit a range of students, As
an academic society, we have aimed to keep our history-
lovers happy this semester with a trip to see the wonderful

Tom Devme talk at the Fibnhouse. There has also been our
Innevative Learning Week outing to Stir].lng Castle,
alongside the usual run of lectures on offer. Wearealso m
negetiation with the brand-new Edmburgh Unwersity
National Trust of Scotlind Student Group, so are hoping to
get more trips organised very soon.

As always, we have p]mw of socuial events gomg on too
(althou.gh we try to get a historical twist n somewhere!).
We recently held our first ever flat crawl, a decadethemed
night of 1920s speakeasy, 50s rock 'n’ roll and plenty of
discomg mto the 80s. We were also thrilled to wmn £200at

It wasa i:uus;-' second semester for Edin]:xugh University's
Clissics Society. The first event of the new term was our
Welcome Back Pub Qur This quiz was a chanity event
11e1p:ng to raise money for the Society’s chosen char ity:
Clissics Por All. Clissics For All promctes the tea chmg of
Clissics m schoels that c'1urmr1v do not offer the
opportunity to study Classics. This 1s an extremely wc:-rthv
cause In our eyes as It aums to make the study of Classic
mwore accessible and popular. The quiz tself wasn't ‘“11’1{'{'1}
Clissics based and traversed a variety of topics mcludmg
everythmg from “Alternative Clhssics” and Modern History
to the Kardashins and Doctor Who. The event was a
resounding success, ralsmng quite a lot of money through
denations. The winners won not only prizes, but also
eternal glory.

Next on the findraismg tour was a Chssies bake =male.
With everyrhing‘ from RDCLT Road to Welsh Cakes on offer,
committee members braved the toenumbmg weather to
provide hungry students wath sweet treats to raise further
denations for Classics For All.

Classics Society has also been contmuing with lectures
each Wednesday from guests who are esperts m ther field.
Another academic success came m the shape of the
Dissertation Conference in Innovative Learning, Wedl:
which allowed eig,hr fmu'th—gmﬂr Classies students to
present ther dissertations to ther peers and lecturers. In a
three mmute thesis, each student had to convey the key
pomts of ther dissertation and be prepared to answer any
questions.

the recent ‘Societies vs. Sports’ Big Cheese for bringmg
along the most members of any soc1ety —thanks to everyone
who was part of the strong History presence!

We'realways on the lockout to thrownewand mnovative
evenits and last term we even offered free tickets to the
fantastic *‘RBS nmiseum lates”.

If there's zn}"fhing going on that you thmlk we should get
mvolred m, we'd love to lear your suggestions. Most
mmportantly, please do ‘Like' us on Facebook (search for
‘Edmburgh University History Society”) to keep updated
with everything we get up fo, or send us a message to get
added to the nuailing lst. As ever, our wonderful sports
teamis (women's netball, men's Iugbg.r and fu:not!:uall} are
always on the lookout for new members, so do get mvolved.

We have now elected a brand new commuttee for the
acadenuc year 2014/15. I have absolutely loved beng
President this vear, and am meredibly proud of some of the
thmgs that we have achieved a: a commmittee — gammg
almost 400 paid members, throwmg the sellout Wnter
Ball and keepmg such a variety of events gomg throughout
the year. A massive thank you goes to everyone who has
been mvolved m what H1st:::-1-:,r Society has been domg —
whether you have been part of the wemndechal conmittes,
come along to any of our events, or represented History
Society phymg netball, football or rughby. I wish the nest
committee the very best of huck and am certam that they
will enjoy the eperience as nuch as [ have,

Alsa n Innovatrve Learning Week was ‘The Dionysa’
theatre festival pa’fnrnunf esat Bedlarm Theatre. Pxone—dav
event, ‘The Dionysn’ 15 a festival not too unlike the c:ng,mal
ancient Greek festivities: the univer 1h5r s theatre societies
competed agamst each other armed wath four classically
themed pla?s. The award for Best Production was closely—
fought, but the Classics Society came ourt victorious with a
perfornance of the Eumenides. Congratulations also to
Tamsyn Lonsdale-Smuth for i:re:ng awarded the Best Chorus
Leader, as well az all the other participarts and award-
winners. Ahuge thank you to all the societies who took part
mn ‘The Dionysa’—1t would not lavebeen possiblewnthout
you.

Continumg the dramatic theme of our events, the Classies
Society Play for the second semester was Buripides’ Medea.
Asa bt of hght-hearted fun, the Society also hopes to make
a trip to see 300: Rase of an E:mp]re. if ﬂniv to point and

]HL].S}I at 3]] t].'lE' 11151:0'[1{‘2.] INacCurac1es.

Babl't
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Archaeology
TYLER MACKTE &
ASHLEIGH WISEMAN
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Our Weleome Back Pub-Crawl was a successtul affamr that
mcluded a very sparkly Merln, a person m full armeour,
complete with cham-mail, some Monty Python-esque
coconuts and wooden swords, Black Deaath and even some
peasants. MNeedless to say 1t was all very entertainng and
shghtly surreal.

We have had some very diverse lectures this semester too,
startmg, with Chantal Knowles from the National Museum
of Scotlhnd (NMS) talkmg about he work with
Ethnography m Fapua New Gumea. ArchSoc would like to
wish her the best as she starts her new werk abroad; she wall
be sadly mussed as part of the NMS team. We have also had
Elizabeth Grahameonvine jngl],r debunk theMa}'an Sacrifice
n“qrth and prm'l:le much debate about New World
archaeology, cultural appropration and colonnhsm. We
have also been privy to a variety of other lectures meluding
enes from Chris Searre, Michael Bulford and Sue Hamileen,
which haveprovided engaging, fumny and deeply thoughtful
talks vathm and beyond the realms of archaeclogy. We hope
our lecture series grows m this way.

We also hosted our third fieldwork and mfermation far,
which had over 30 different archa eclog}' companies -
heritage, charity and commercnl - to encourage students to
get mvolved and see what 15 on offer. The Careers Service
were also on hand to direct students, for which we were
grateful. The far was opened by the new Hed of
Archaeclogy, Professor Robert Leighton, who talked about
the Importance of fieldwork and how to get mvolved,
folloswed bg.r a hilarious and honest tallk about ‘real world
archaeology’ by David Connelly. The day finished wnth the
National Trust for Scothnd highhghtmg the diversity of
archaeclogy and need for vohinteers.

In March we hosted a2 semmar on the topx of '"The
Emeotre Maternlity of Hunun Remams', 2 student-led
mitiative with the Socml ﬁnﬂ]rﬂpnlogy Society and the
Bones Collectve Group. The debate and discussion event
led wus all deep mto the questions regarding the cultural
Dwnershlp and nterpretive auﬂmrit‘y of the meanmg and
future of human remams.

Mﬂnbﬂ'ship has n’ipled thus year, our fieldwork far 1s
growing I recogrution and we envision an even greater fair
next year. We have had crazy, fun, beautiful socials with very
thoughtful costuumes and have made lots of memories. Our
academic events have ranged from ethical debates to more
mformalchats m the pub. We have nmproved links, not only
withm owr department and to our students, but also
between departments and opened more dulogue for future
academuc events. Qur new publication, InSitu, has been
liunched and hopefully wnll develop mto an established and
mere recoghised student journal.

We congra tubite and welcome the new conmuttes on
board and wish them all the best for the future.



RETROSFECT
JOURMAL

SFRIMNG 2014

CORIGIHS

SOCIETY b

T3]

2

1

i
-..-.'r.-

:

.‘.;::'é:
i

SR
R
R

i

e
;}; Sepeare, H)
fy ‘._ P

RETROSPECT
ELLIE BYRNE

Retrospect began 1ts first event of the second term with
the launch of cur winter 1ssue ‘Freedem’, 2 eombmation of
some fantastic writmg, dedicated editing and beautiful
design. What a result we got! The whole team was thrilled
with the outcome and the hunch party went off wathout a
hatch, with writers and readers Eathered to see the finished
pn::-dw:t n prmt. The success of ‘Freedom’ D]'ll"j,f added to
our enthusiasm for this 1ssue, ‘Origins’.

This term has been another fantastic one for fundraismg,
Our pub quizzes have repeatedly packed out Teviot Loft
Bar, drawing people in with our mfameously tricky History,
Classics and Archaeclogy round, as well as the lighter
picture, music and sports rounds. At Retrospect we love a
pub quiz, so you can lock forward to more in the future.

Semester two also brought wath it a bittersweet event for a
Retrospect era. Our Annual General Meeting took phece m
March where we decided our top three positions for the
next academe year. The event was chared by our current
Editor, Lydia Willgress, who oversaw the nommations for
our new Editor, Deputy Editor and Secretary. After all the
voting was through, Retrospect was delighted to welcome
former Deputy Eduor Ellie Byrne as the new BEditor, ex-
Reviews: Editor Kerry Gilsenan as Deputy Editor and
Retrospect new—comer Samumy Cook as our nesst Secretary
Even though we are delighted to welkome our new
comumittes members, 1t also means saymg farewell to our
wonderful Editor Lydia, who has been fantastic this year.
We wish her all the best m her very bright future m the big
bad world of journa hsm (though we wish we could kesp he!).

Aspecialmention for this semester also goes to our former
Editor Will Ellis and our current Academic Bditor Katherme
Doon, as they both took part in the Medows Half
Marathon. After the event, Katherme said: “For somebedy
who used to beg her way out of sports at school, runnmg
the half marathon was the last thing on my agenda. All the
suppert | got on the da:.r made all the trammg worth "
This was a tremendous achievernent and all of us at
Retrospect were very proud to see two of our colleagues
(both new and old) take on the challenge for chanity.

‘If you want to find out more about us next academuc year,
please visit us at the Fresher's Far n the first week of term.
We'd love to tell you all about our exnmg plns for
Retrospect in the commg acadenuc year.
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Innovative Learning Weel 2014
There has been no shortage of new activities to try recently
with the thrd anmual Innovative Learnmg Week (ILW)
takmg place from 1721 February. We had a very busy weelk!

SCHOOL NEWS Actrrties meluded overseas trips to Rome and Florence:
HEATHER NHLKER UK exrursions to EdinELugh Castle, Hadrian's Wall and the

Scottish National Ga llerj;. Many prac tical w:::rks!mps wrere
on offer and Pl‘D‘:"Ed to be TE'EH'E,F populﬂr. with participants
trying ther hand at makmg clay pots, the art of meditation,
bemg an archive detective or learning the craft of ancient
roman styling,

Scholarships
Fc:-llow':ng on frem the success of last year’s School
Undergraduate 5::'110131‘51‘1ips for Academic Fxrellence, we
are pleased to mwvite applications for the 2014/15 awards.
We wll award up to ten scholirships wath a value of £7,000
available for undergraduate students entering ther thwd
vear of study, awarded on the basis of acadenue merit.

Student surveys
Survey season 15 upon us once mwore. PEvery vear the
University collects students’ views m order to help sh:;pe
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the way thmgs are done, nowand m the future.

With the h E-lp of our cwrrent fourth year Lmdergraduares.
we hope to do even better m the upcommg MNational
Student Survey (INSS) and to keep mmproving the student
experience for future generations of students.

As a School we would like to achieve a hugher response
rate than last year’s 72.7%. The hlgher therespunﬂe ratethe
better the understanding we can gain of what 1s mmportant
to our students. There is even an ncentive for our four
student societies: a sumof £800to be shared our f werach 73%.
Taught postgraduate students aleo have the chance to
complete the Postgraduate Taught Experience Survey
(PTES), which closes m June. The Edmburgh Student
Experience Survey (ESES) for undergraduates m vears one
to three has nowclosed for this year.

u',,‘
d it P
i
_;_;':’-
e ]
L]
LI

F:-'.'
i
2o

.,
5

3,
H
124
L d
o

L
i
i
i
oL

S ?} .y ]
Fol
1
uy,
275
e
[0 1
e
i ] k]
i3

ty

iy |
31,

-

I..

-

»

. T

i)
1.._,"_-!1&;'-:
- "J-.
o iy Ty
e o
irm
i
]
oy

5
ol i)
"‘;H",' oy
i
"!l.
£
=
i —

-
fe o

i

B 'l
L M O S,
.,t"ad Ty
g 8
=
LT
i
]
fyr il

]
i
g I

=
Lt
fou |

o
'

e
*
F

Alumni Careers event
We recently welcomed a group of former students back to
talk to our current students about ther career Journeys
f'oﬁcwing g,raduatmn. On Wednemday. 5 March Alumi
workmg mn heritage, pubhishing, policy work and journa lisam
entertamed the audience wath tales about ther degrees,
work experience and ther journey to where they are today.
A relaxed reception followed the talks, which gave plenty
opportunity to find out more about the waried and
fasc mating career paths of our ahunni visitors. The evening
2z 2 whole wasz very well rec eved.

Graduation :F!'I‘EP.TI'DH
The School wnll host a graduation reception for all students
graduatmg m the forthcommg summer ceremony, which
takes plau:'e on Tluusdmg, 3 _Tul:i,r at 11.00km. That 15 all we
can reveal for now; further anneune ements wall follow soon.

Student ﬁﬂ':ptrs
Throughout the year we welcome prospective students to
our School for a series of visit days and open days. We lock
for student volunteers to help out on the day to talk to the
visitors about Iife as a student here and offer tours of the
facilities. Loaok out for emails fram Student Suppoert with
further mformation and to register your mterest.
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THE ORIG
OF THE

COCAINE

END

m ‘Fit for such people as they
Sammy Cook are.' This was Spanish con-

qumtadcr Pedro de Ciem de
Leon'sremark as he observed the Inea che’wing
coca leaves 1 1552, It 1s m&m’ing for two
reasons. Prrstly, 1t contmues to remam an
mregra[ part of Andean culture n Peru and
Bolivia where the leaf is chewed to suppress
pam and fatigue, as well as bemg giwen to
tourists to relieve altitude sickness. Secondly,
Ciem de Leon's conument, revea ling the sheer
contempt he held for Incan culture and the
coca leaf, gave brrth to a myth that contmues to
occupy our perceptions of drug users today.

More so 1t phgues the lves of millions of

addicts to this daw: that of the ‘cocame fiend’.
Cocameis c-::unnmnh knowm asa party drug,
equally popular among Hollywood A-list stars
and corporate bankers as 1t 15 amongst college
students at fraternity parties. But thedrug hasa
far less glmeorous clientele wath almost two
nullion regular users across the United
States—mmany from low mcome munoerity

mner—ity conurunities. The pervasiveness of

the druE, crossmng, gmdfﬂ' racul, social and
genmnnoml lnes has created a2 dymamuc
territory of addiction m which categorising all
users mto a single group 1s all but mpossible.
As 15 the hurman eompulsion to seek to create
order where there 1s disorder and chnty where

there 1z uncertamty, society has nevertheless
constructed a variety of ordered profiles, m
which the cocame fiend 1s but one.

The cocame fiend 1= a constructed socml
myth, which equates cocame addiction wath
vice and degeneracy. It draws on an under-

standing of cocame m which the assocation of

ts use extends beyond the mflicted burden on
the ndrmidual and mcludes the wider negative
social ilﬂphcanons of the user’s actions. This
thereby compounds the danger of the addict

« cocaine, like the invention of the
stream engine before it, embodied the
nineteenth century ethos of progress »

and the threat \:11-95? pose to society. The
collective muagnation of the cocame fiend is
shaped by Emﬂahsatlous of the socnil Jerrlng
soclo-econonic status and ethnicny of the
user. The muage of the addict thus created is
predommantly urban, poverty-stricken and,
aboveall, non-white.

The construction of the cocamme fiend 1s not

static .':I.I'll:t l'EliE'S on a constant remtore ement of

mmage assoclation to remam dommant m our
muagmation. In the same way that mereasmgly
popular lberal conceptions of drug use

ACADEMIC ) 4

emerged m the 1960s, so too did an equally
reactionary conception of the dr\.u:é_ fiend
develop followmg the ‘erack’ Epidanic twenty
vears hter. Through stories of crack hotiges
and ecrack babies m mner—<ity America the
mmagmary construction of this coraine fiend
Was 1'einvi501'aced and contimues to dominate
our perc Epticm of certam cocaime users to this
day and m turn serves to justify draconun
government drug policy agamst them. It is
however no more than a myth: no such readily
dentifiable, perfectly homogenous marginalized
group exists. The cocame fiend 1s thus an
lusionary socnl fabrication and like with most
myths, its coneception 1s rooted in the past. The
question 1s, where?

The history of cocame, first 1sclated from the
coca leaf mto 1ts erystallized form n 1855, 1s
one of slnfting perceptions. From nmeteenth
century medical wonder drug to twentisth
century demeonic plgue: what was once
celebrated as the cure for the commen celd 1s
later chastised as the root of all soeml ewil,
rummg, the lives of mdriduals and destroymg
entire conununities in the process.

The htenmeteenth CENtLIY SawW medieal
ploneers, such as Anstrian nelu'ologlst Sjglntmd
Freud, promote cocaine use as treatment for
mentalillness, chronie fatigue, and ndigestion.
Most notoriously Coca- Col, hunched m
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1886 and, as its namewould suggest, contained
traces of cocame. ﬁlcng with an aggressive
nuarketing campaign, its nuld stimulint effect
and appealng taste made Coca-Colx an mstant
success. A cure for shyness and a source for
si‘rength and beaut*,r, cocame, rmuch like the
mvention of the steam engme before
embodied the nmeteenth century ethos of
progress. But the drug was far from the
e lusive prerogative of a fewr and b}l’ the turn
of the century the widespread populirisation
of cocame was very much a reality.

The comprehensive denuand for the largely
um%ulzred drug led to a plclifemtion af

ly which saw the price of cocame fall
below that ofalechol, thealtemative recreational
drug of choxe. The sinkmg price of cocameas
well as 1tz wide-scale non-prescription avall-
ability led to 1ts mcreased usage among poer
neon-white communities in America. The drug
was so prolific that employees would often give
cocalne rations to workers as a substitute for
low wages and to boost muanual labor
pro-ductmry m areas such as construction. Its
mereasing non-medical use as well as the
mereasing questionable merit of the drug as a
therapeutic treatment served to drammtically
alter perceptlcns of cocamne users. With
cocame’s association with pleasure and almost
exrlusive use as a recreational drug by the
1900s, users were no brlger seen as patients
and victims, but deplorable self-ndulgmg
addicts who, m the words of health officer
W.C. Fowler m 1923, were ‘mentally and
meorally degenerates”.

The pnpulm fration wath prcgress and
nnpmvemmt meshed with the perception of
cocame as a moral and secnl vice foreed
cocame 1mdergrmmd. Thais agg,ramted the
nurgmalisation of the cocame user m the
popular mmgmation by twnmg deplorable
self-indulging addiets mto erimmals. Over ten
years this process of socnlly stigmatizing the
cocame user cubmmated in the Harrizen Act of
1914, whach crmmalised all unregistered cocame
distribution and use. As the writer Rufus King,
m reference to the Harrison Act, succme tljr put
it: ‘Boat the addict—Patimt. enter the addict-
ermmunal.’

Theracial and socio-econemic diversification
of the cocaine user as well as the extended
social settmg of cocame use from the private,
demestic sphere for self-medication to the
urban street corner for illieit self—gmtiﬂ:atlon
lay at the heart of the conception of the cocamne
fiend. By 1914, cocame’s moment of celebrity
status had long passed. The public perception
of cocame users had changed for the worse:
but how?

The cocame fiend 1z an magned perpheral
group of cocane users which has been shaped
over the kst hundred years by manpuliting
soclety’s sexuial and racial fears of the Other.
Our natural compulsion te fear what 1s
different and distance ourselves from what 1s
uncrthedex meant that ]:ry consrrucring the
cocamne flend along racial and sesaul lines, the
association between the drug and moral and
social degeneracy was remforced through fear.
Thus, our ratiomnal perception was distorted.

Cocame has 31m§.rs been clcsely linked wath
sext. [ts stimulant effect saw it promoted in the
1890s az a treatment for mpotence and even

touted as a cure for venereal disease. Its
assocition with sex edtends back to Incan
nljnlmlogy with the story of thefirst coca plant
emergmng from the mutilated corpse of a
worrman who had been esecuted for her
voracious sexual appetite. To this day sex on
the eve of the coca harvest 15 still 2 sign of good
fortune m Andesn culture. It required,
therefore, no extensiwe leap of the mmagination
at the turn of the century to lnk cocame wath
semamal perversion and mmeoerality. Tangibly, the
rize of cocane was seen as mtr]nsu:a]l'gr lmlced
with the rise n prostitution on the strests of
1900s Amerwca. The scenes of women tradng
sex for cocame i the pc:pulm unngmatmn

ngﬂ'ldﬂ'ed a 1'!'.I.DIE.]. panlc i Vl?.]f'.l.lch cocame
« Willfully seduced by the
vice of cocaine »

was seen as having enslhved women into a life
of sesanl deviam:j.r. These women were not
perc eived as victims however, but T.-";’]]]fLIHY
seduced by the vice of cocame. Purther
compounding, of the sexual fears of society
oceurred due to the notion of cocame as a
mioral contagion of depramty. In the same way
that prostitution spread and corrupted the lives
of weak men, so too could the evil of cocaine.
Like a se-n_m]l}r transmmited disease srmanatmg
from the street corner, cocamme could spread
through soclety like an Epidmm laying moral
havoe to entire communities.

The mcreasmg accessibility and subsequent
pﬂpulﬂrlty of cocamne armong non-white
communities n the United States served,
withm the prominent climate of racism, tw©
demeonise the d.tu.g m the pﬂpu]ﬂr Imagnation
and create a vmble target for the socml
vilification of cocame use. The stereotype
Inkmg race wath crmme incorporated cocaine,
at the turn of the century, with the medn
fueli:n,E thiz tripartite Imk wiath sensational
stories of black men high on corame engaged
m orgles of semul violence agamst white
women. Sexual and racial fears linked wnth
cocame thus did not represent separate and
ez lusive sites of fear n rhepopular nmagmation
and mstead were often mtercormected. This
served to compound the margmahisation of the
cocaine fiend.

The notion that cocame gave people the
Ulusion of, and, at tumes, actual Herculean
strength, as well as lowered moral mhibitions
to violence by emggerating the ego was the
greatest concern that phgued the erly
twentieth e entury magmation. [t wasa concermn
shared by the Spanish conquistadors n South
America with the Incan belief that the coca leaf
gave strength and vitalir}' interpreted as an
Uhision of the devil and evidence of demonic
possession by the anti-Christ. In the 1900s,
rUeurs were even disseminated that clammed
black men on cocamne were expert marksmen.
This led officers to switch to higher caliber
firearms specifically to stop the ‘cocamme—crazed
negro’. The po].u: e were thus not cnlj.r ]Jkel'_l;r to
assume a confrontational black man was on
cocaine, but that '|:n_:r in":plicaty:rn he was armed
and da NEETOLIS. Ceombmed with the asseciation
of violence and cocame wa:z the belief that the
nen-white population were mere susceptible

to addiction, thereby mfusmg notions of
nu scu].inity mto the racist cocame discourse of
esrlgr 20th century America. Eﬁfﬂninising
cocalne use ameng the non-white population
by assocating it with gendered notions of
meral and physical st‘rerlgth represmted
another shared site of sexmul and racil fear
llaLmting the 1ma gination of namstream white
middle class nale society.

The power of a 111'_|ﬂ:h lies m ats abilit!,r to
donumate our collective mugmation despitean
absence of evidence or fact to justify its
perseverance. What rnukes the myth of the
cocaine flend so powertul 1s that it is centred
on, and has further cemented, the lmk between
a defined socnlgroupanda set of reprehensible,
often criminal, béhaviours. In its absohite form
the nlfrt'h no laner requires cocame at all for it
to remam real m our collective mmagmation.

The case of Robert Charles, a man who shot
and killed a police officer m New Orleans m
1900 sparking a killmg spree that clammed the
bives of 28 people. adeptly demenstrates this
pomt. There was no evidence he was on, or
had ever taken, cocaine but this was no reason
for the medn not to speculate, and for the
mmgmation of the publie not te already
assume, that he waz 2 cocaine fiend. After all,
an impoverished, viclent, African-American

fits the profile perfectly.
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British Appeasement at the
Dawn of World War Two

m In the 1930s the world was just begmning to recover from the Great Depression,
Sarah which had rendered nuany nations econonucally weak. Fascism and Communism
Thompson  were emerging as viable contenders for parlamentary democracy and the horrors

of the Great War were stll fresh m the munds of the British people. Historians
remam divided as to why a British policy of appeasement originated during this period. Some,
lie E M. H. Bell, say that national lmstilih; to war was combined with economic difficulties and
enhanced 2 ‘desirefor peace’. However, critics would cite practica[ 1ssues suchas thefailure of the
League of Nations or neutrality on the part of the United States of America (USA) as more
miliential reasons for appeasement. Cthers would argue that it was driven by domestic
considerations meludmg pl’E‘“El"'."ltlS the Bmpiwre and Britain's standmg as a world power. Attitudes
m Britam were changing durmg this perind, crucnlly towards Germuany and the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics (USSR), and there is some debate surrounding which one was seen as the
greater threat by British pohtlcmns However, Paul Doearr presents perhaps one of the most
stra 1g}1tfc>rwa1 d, but most convine ing case for appeasing: Britamn was smply not m a position to
fight. He cites econonuc and rmlitary weakness as reasons for adepting appeasement. This
becomes particularly convmemg when consdermg appeasement 2s a str ategic decision geared
towards hoping for the best, but, certamly latterly, preparmg for the worst.

To i:uegm. Bell argued that politicians and the pubhr: alike were opposed to the use of forceasa
formef for eign pc-hr:v. Thrcsughout Britamn there was wid espread hostility to war. The nation was
still recovering from the devastating losses sustamed n the Great War and they werekeen to avoud
anything like it happenmg agamn. White poppies for peace were sold from 1933, demonstratng a
desire to cha llenge future conflicts or the unnecessary loss of life. Many pc:-lrric nns were rehictant
to show support for rearrmament because they feared electoral defeat and the fact that suffrage was
now universal meant politicians were much less likely to act agamst the wll of the electorate.
Indeed, a survey carried out in 1937 showed that 71 per cent of people in Britam were in favour

of supperting the League of Nations mn order to
« the nation was still recovering from keep thepeace n Burope. There wasa prevailmg

El'fit"l.ldE' tl".mt diSﬂnIlﬂl‘.ﬂm{ Was a Imeans ot

the devastating losses sustained nuintammg peace, and Bell gives considerable
support to the mportance of pubh{' opmion m

in the Great War » Jnﬂumclng PDEIHC.EHJ on this 155118, a5 well as

difficulties. However, he does
conclude, “Appeasement™ never meant pursuit of peaceat any price ... if German amms knewno

ECOIOITI

lmmits then the British Government would resist them, E:uy war if neces sary.’
However, the pl‘DblEﬂl with supporting Bell's arguument 1s that, alﬂmugh the peeple wanted to
put ther faith mn the League of Mations, m rea.hry collectrve seCUrity seemed to be fmhng. The

Abyssinia Crisis had left the reputation of the League mn tatters and after the Gemman mvasion of
¥ = g

the Rhineland n 1937 it became clear that they did not have the power to providea solution to a
war. They had failed to achieve ther goal of mternational disarmament and had been unable to
act qu:Lf'.' enough to mtervene n smaller conthicts such as rhelapanese mwvasion of Manchura.
Despite the population of Britain appearing willing to put therr faith m the League of Nations, the
governments of Britam and Prance became aware that they could not rely on the strength of the
League m order to control Germany.

.:‘ﬂﬁditiormlly. the USA was reluctant to get mvolved m what the{; viewsd to be a Furepean
conflict. The Americans had prm‘ni;ed ther people a2 return to nm‘nultﬁ" after the Great War
which meant I:hev remained sn'n:tlv neutral. In 1935 the Meutra 111": Act was pas szed which barmed
the saleofarmste bE].].lE-E‘l‘E‘ntS. and they also refused to commut to any allances. Britam had relied
heavily on American 1 mmports durmg the Great War, which would not be an option m any future
conflict. In short, if Britain did not appease they would be fighting without one of " their most
valuable allies and riskmg defeat due to nulitary weakness.

Maurice Cowlulg takes a sll.ghtlj.r different slant on the issue, and cites a desire to preserve the
Empire and Britam’s position asa world poWer asa va lid reason for appeasmg, The British Army
wWas v.".c[elg.r diapa’sed mn erder to fulfil in‘q:ueruI tasks. The cheoice had to be nude between
u:tefendmg the Emprre frem threats such as Japan mn the Far East, or bringnlg their troops Into
Furope to fight in a war. This is because they were not in a position to do both. In the Great War
Eritam had been forced to call on even the most independent parts of the Empire, and many

countries suffered severe losses for what
appeared, to some, to have been for very little
gam. In 1931 the Dommiens had been Eg'anred
mdepmdalr:e m for eign affars, so Britan
could not force ther troops to fi.g_ht aga mst
their will. .e"-"ssking them to ﬂEjlr may have puta
stramm on reltions between Briam and her
BEnpre and could have made 1 mere
viulnerable to the threat of rebellions or firther
calls for mdepmdeme. IntHESTﬂ'LE,lY, m 1937
the Canaduan, Australian, and South African
Prome Mmisters gave ther support for
appeasement at the Imperal Prome Ministers’
Conference. The newly ted Neville
Chamberhm nmay well have been mfluenced
by these views, although there 15 no way to say
this for cartam.

An eammation of appeasement would not
becomplete wathout reference to Alan Tavler's
controversial 1961 work The Oy igins qf the
Second WMbrld War. He presented a vastly
different mterpretation of appeassment to
anything that came before it. An opmion,
which was particularly radical at the time, was
the fact that he saw Hitler az an Drd]rmrj.r
statesiman, rather than a dictator with plans to
averthrow Europe. Whilst nia ny would dispure

this clamm, 1t does raise the mterestng issue of
whether the politicans and general public of

the 1930s truly anticipated the threat that
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Germany was to pose to Buropean securimy
The public and leitiCi.‘ulE alike grewto see the
Treaty of Versailles as too harsh, as cmnplete
disarmament left Gemany open to attack.
Britam still saw themselves as a great power
and a moral .1ur1m1'ir§,* m the world, which
entitled them to an mvolvement in the revision
of the Treaty. Many British people miewed the
Fhineland as Gemman territory anyway and
had no real objections with them takmg 1t back.
Britam was keen to do busmness with Germany.
Taylor nade the pomt that the occupation of
the Ruhr led to French negotiation with
Gernany, evidence to Britam that ‘more waz to
be ga ned by coneilation than by threats'. In
the early 1930: the British government was
unsure what to nake of Hitler, and therefore
nuany of them trusted his assurances that he
would cease expansion after rech 1ming the
Bhineland. When Hitler first came to power
Gemuan was stll nmultanily weak so the
government had litle reason to suspect the
threat that was to come. They stll felt relations
could be mproved by negotation. By the tme
the Cabinet realised that Hitler's aims were not
as lmuted as previously thought, 1t was too late
to prevent a war. The fact that Britam, a nation
still haunted '|::-1__r the memory of the Great War,
vas prepared to negotiate with and show
sympathy towards Gemuny shows they saw

no threat n appeasing and trusted Hitler’s
word.

On the other hand, an argument which
predates the work of Taylor, but which 1= still
supported by historians, 15 the theory that a
strong, Gemmany could act a as a ‘bulwark to
Bolshevism'. lan Kershaw argues that the
British government saw the USSR and
conumunism as ther serious threat, although
they were still wary of Hitler. ﬁﬂowmg
GE‘H‘.I.IHI‘IY to rearm created a strong power m
Burope who could prevent the spread of
commmunisi across the contment, Hitler
repressed conmmunism m  Germany, but
defearing Germmany mn a war mereazed the risk
of 1t becoming a communist country. However,

« by the time the Cabinet realised
Hitler’s aims...it was too late »

at this pomt it was 111'.5}11‘1: Lmlikeb_; that Britam
would have launched an attack on Gemuny
due to 1ts constant overestimation of the
strength of the Gemman army. But, this over-
estimation could mnstead be seen as evidence
for Britain viewing Gemuany as a strong
contender against the USSR and communism
m ELUDPE Appeasement could beseenasa way
of preventmg commmunism without j eopcarchsmg
ther own armed forces as they believed a
stronger nation, would do it mstead. Also,
allowng Germuany to rearm kept Britam m
Germany's favour, thus reducing tension
between the two nations.

However, wiulst all of the aforementioned
factors were certa inlj: mmportant factors m the
origmns of the British pnlicv of appeasement,
ultrmately, appeasement was sustamed because
Eritam was siniply not m a position to fight.
Doerr proposed that a combmation of econ-
omic and military weakness led to Brinm
slista Ining, appeasement, even as the threat of a

war became more and more serious. Many of

the great powers hoped to become more self-
sufficient after the Great Depression and
Britam was a country farly heavily reliant on
mports from ELu‘npe They were still paymg
off ther war debts frem the Great War, and
another confhict would have mterrupted trade
and put further stram on the economy.

More so, mereasng defence ependiture
would have conq:nrmnisecl people’s living,
standards, as the nation was still recovermg
from the Great Depressmn. The government
was now taking mere of an mterest m 1ts people
and the Liberal Reforms had begun to help
with reducing poverty and providing benefits
to those m need. Progress which had been
made m these areas would have been
compronused if money had been channelled
towards rearmmg at this time. It has been said
that Britan could not afford to seriously rearm
m 1934. However, by 1937 the government

vwas spendmg enormious amounts Info
developing ther armed forces.

Additionally, Britam had not anticipated
another war and so had not adequately mvested
m ther Army or Ar Force. Its technology was
also badl}; out of date. Overall, it can be said
that Britain had no choice but to appedse m
order to buy tme for ther economy and
nlilirary to regain sn’engt}l. Rearmament was
not just limuted by fmancial restrictions: it was
also restricted by a lick of factories and
nunpower to allow rapid expansion. Add-
itionally, a stable economy was seen by many as
an advantage m a war, as victory usually went to
the nation who could sustamn themselves for
the longest. There wasa fear that rearming too
quickly would destabilize the economy
unnecessarily. The Royal Navy was supposed
to embody British power and national pride,
and it had been weskened by mternational
dimrmument agresments. Overa El. whulst Britam
probably would not have appeased ocut of
econorie weakness alone, when combmed
with other factors such as the lack of a strong
army, the case for appeasement becomes much
stronger.

To conclude, decidmg which factors were the
most nfluential in Briam appeasmg ultumately
u:iepends on an lustormn’s opmion as to
whether or not it was a viable course of action.
After eammnmg a number of factors it can be
said that the practical reasons for delaying war
provide 3 more convineing case for why
appeasement was followed than less tangible
factors such as public opmion or attitudes
towards p:::-lity:al ideologinaﬁ. _c':'sltilt}usl'l it was
understandable that Britam wanted to chng to
itz Pomn:::-n as a world power, n raality 1t was
econenucally unstable sl did oot have moug,h
strong, allies. to go to war without seriously
u:ﬁeve}cnping its armed forces. This lme of
argument would lead one to the conclusion
that Britam appeased from a position of
wealmess rather than strength, m an attempt to
postpone war until it was absolutely necessary.
Whilst this 1= correct, it should alse be noted
that waitmg until 1939 to finally begm the
conflict allowed Briam to enter the war far
stronger than they would have previously
Ultimately, appeasement bought time for the
nation to become mere fmancully and
nlilitarilj,* viable, whalst still addressing all of
the other factors that have been attributed to

wh‘_;' Briam appeased.
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Can anyone be so indifferent
or idle as not to care to know
by what means, and under
what kind of polity, almost
the whole inhabited world
was conquered and brought
under the dominion of the
single city of Rome, and

that too within a period of
not quite fifty-three years?
(Polybius, 1.1)

The Expansion of

Rome

e Was the EXpansion of Rome
Nathan Low and the growth of the Ronuan
Emprredefensive or aggressive

m mature? This question 1= key m any
exploration of the origins of the Ronun
Emprre. To find an answer, and for us to begm
to dig at the roots of this monohith of Western
histo-r:!,r. wre st analjrse the 1mportance of
several factors: the idea of self-defenice or
‘defensive mperialism’, the Ronan desre for
wealth and Roman martil tradition. Frstly,
however, before moving onto these broad
themes, n our endeavour to understand mere
clrly how Bome rﬂanaged to achieve such a
dommant position m the Mediterranean we
shall mvestigate a few specific mstances m
Rome's Republican history. We wall look
brieflyat thenatureof the Rorman confederation
m Italy and then at the Pumic Wars and the
removal of Carthage as an mfluential power.
Michael Crawford believes that Rome's
dommance of the Medterranean partl:i,r grew
out of Rome's rmagnanumity towards her
surroundmg, [talan alles, tribute was not
denanded, and so 1t became necessary for
Rome exert ther dommance ma different waw
Rome demanded nunpower rather than
nmterial wealth and Italian men were required
to f'ight i Ronman armies whenever the[,r were
called upen. By exerting ther leada'ship and
dommance m this specific nmanner Rome
suddenly possessed a surplus of potential
conscripts: the outcome of this could only be
new war conquest outside of Rome's
mumeduate Latm and Italie neighbourmg lands.
Rome's success i the wars fought over the
course of the third century BC, specifically the
Puniic Wars, lead d:ir&ctl? to the establishment
of Rome's fost perranent  conumutments
outside Italgr It was n these wars that Rome
achieved a2 position of nmlitary and naval
dommance of the seas ﬂuroxuldm.g the Italian
pemnsu]a a PGSlt].Crn of advantage from where
future leaders eould E!il'.‘r].ﬂit the Mediterranean
world to ther own ends. These wars nmuade
Roman expansion possible and led to the
development of organised Imperialism, however
they were not the direct reason for, and cannot
be seen as the true ‘erigin’ of Rome's emprire.
It has been suggested that the cause of the
First Punic War came promarily down to self-
deferice. l:b].ybius stated that ‘the Rormmans were
worried lest if the Carthaginians became
masters of Si’:iljr thejr would be overpowermg,
and dangerous neighbours for them, surround -
mg them and threatenmg all parts of Italy’ and
after the mvasion of Italy by Pyrrhus of Epirus,
the fear of mvasion did phy strongly on the
minds of Romuans {Pbl}rbius 1, 10, 1-11, 2}.
This 1des of ‘defensive ITIperia lism’ became
the accepted e:q:n]anation for Roman expansion
and war in E,eneral during the nmeteenth
century: mtluentil scholirs such as Theodor
Monmmsen pressed this thesis. Other mfluential

histerians such as M. Hellar: n the twenties
and F. W. Whlbank alse put forward this thesis.
Therr argument suggests that Rome's perpetual
warrmg, did not come as a result of aggression
or greed (contradicting other historians of the
tumie who had been mfluenced ]}}* the Wwriting,
of]oseph SehLunpeter and V. L. Lenm) but was
forced on Rome, as they had no other choixce
but to defend themselves and ther alles. This
explbnation of the orgms of the Ronun
Empire, though 1t contans mportant elements
of truth, especially concerning the First Punic
War, cannot be seen ascomplete. Thisargument
must be seen m 1ts contemporary context and
thus can also be interpreted as representing
apologetic Buropean mpernl mterests of the
nimnetesnth and twentieth centuries.

Smubir to the First Punie War, the First
Hlyrian War has often been seen as a war of
defence. H. H Scullard stresses that Rome saw
the Illyrians as a direct threat to ther Italun
h%ermngr. It could be arE'ued however that the
Bormans beEan this war with the mtention of
dommating the Adriatic, which was crucnl m
thewr campaign to secure territory and contrel
m the Fo Valley. It 1s more hkely that they saw
the subjugation of the Illyrians, as eventually
with the Carthaginians, as an opportunity to
achieve domumanece of the seas mn‘cm:ﬂmg Italg.:

Even wnth the wars that seemn easiest to define
as ‘defensive’, there renums a significant
degree of contention. Ultimately, the idea of

defensive mperialism rests on owr mter-
« the promise of booty was also a
significant factor in the Romans
sending a force »

pretation of only a few mdrvidual wars and s
cannot fully ez-p]am the larger question of the
origms of Roman mmperalism.

Pblj.rbma notes that m the First Punic War the
prornisecfbmtg.r wasalsoa significanr factor m
the Romans sendmng a force to aid the
Mamertmes. ‘These men [the Senate] .. .also
dwelt on the great gams which would clearly
accrue to every mdmidual emtizen from the
spoils of war, and o a resclution of sendmg
help (nvading Swicily) was carried’ (Polybus,
1.11). The role that econonuc factors played,
here l‘.liBhliEl"ltEd ]}}* Folybius as a motvatng
force in Rome's wars, has always been a muatter
of controversy m medemn historiography.
Many would reject the idea that it was the
mitial motvation for conquest. The historian
EBrnst Badian, m his decidedly ‘anti-Marzast
p{:lﬂnic' goes as far to dismiss cutright the
Weltana::haULmE that appears through ‘the
blocdred spectacles of Marx and argues
assuredlj.r that the da‘elopmmt of Rome's
Empire had ne economic motivation what-
50 -EVer.
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The opportunistic nature of Rome's earlg.r
foreign wars, does suggest that the acquisition
of wealth was not the sole motmation for
expansion. However, Badian’s statement is
undoubtedly overstated, for 1t 1z undennble
that as Rome fought more wars and as the
empre expanded further, it benefited econ-
mnica]l}r. Reme could gam wealth m several
Ways tl’n’ough ar: through direct acquisition
of wealth from plunder and shves, through
taxation of annexed territory [:ta:-:ati:::n exzerted
after Pompey's consolidation of the Asian
pro-vnlces mere than doubled state Ie';'a'me}
and via the control of commmerce.

The establishment and success of a system of
economic exploitation, after the formuative
wars of the third and zecond centuries BC,
nay be seen as an explination of why Rome
contmued to expand and ewert its control
throughout the Mediterranean world. Cixero
emphasizes the crucial mportance of waging
war, spectfically m Asn, for the Ronmn
economy. He argues that war was necessary as
It nmantained a stream of meoming revenue,
This desre for wealth 15 used comucally by
Plutus to explhm Rome’s regular warfare and
£XPansICTISIT:

Yes, you both ge m, for [ shall new summeoen
a meeting of the senate my mind, to
delilberate on matters of fmance, agamnst
whom war nmay be best dechired, so that I
can get some money thence (Phutus,
EBpidicus 158 — 60).

Romuan greed was in some cases thrown back
m ther face. Symbolically, Mithradates, Kmg
of Pontus, executed the legate Marms Aquullus
by having miclten gold poured down his threat.
Crassus met the same fate, after his greed and
his deswe for l‘ﬂi].ﬂ'EIY recognition led to
cc:lnplete disaster m his Parthuan campaigr.

This pressure that Crassus felt to achieve
nulitary success was deeply rooted m Ronuan
soclety. Polybmus tells us of the highly
rralitaristie, ruthless and ambitious nature of
Eermn eulture. This nulitarizm ean be clearlj.r
seen within the Republican political structure:
ne one n Rome could run for even the lowest
offices and nuagistracies without serving in the
army for at least ten campaignmg seasons and
the most revered and esteemed political and
senatorial positions m Rome (such az Consul
or Praetor) were ultmmately army conmunds.
Rome muade war almost every year: from 327
BC onwards for eighry five years the Roman
state experienced only four or five years
wathout war, “warfare was almost constant’
(Cicero, De officuis 2. 45). War was the central
part of every Ronan nmuale aristocrats early
adulthood, and the experience of war wall have
dommated and shaped the lives of these men.
C‘utstanding milit:arj.r pelfm'nmm:es and victories
were the ke-j,r roads to an ndrdual atta mning,
power, status, mfluence, and wealth.

Romuans accepted as a given fact that they

would have to Wage War every year. Around 13
per cent of the pc:-pularmn wheo were not from
noble decent would jom the army annually
(durmg the campaigns of the late third century,
the percentage was closer to twenty five
anmnua ]lg.r}. These cultural attitud es were central
to Rﬁleblican soclety and can be seen as the
Pru‘mr} and central esphnation for egan-
sionism, and the origins of emprre.

It 1s often argued however, that Rome's
nulitarism should not be seen as exceptional, as
nuny other Hellenistic states were also heavily
mulitaristic and were too regularly at war. This
1sseenasoneof thenu mprobletns sm‘rc:LmdinE
the study and understand mg of Roman cultural
militarism m the Hellenistic Medterranean.
Nevertheless, Willam Harris' argument that
Rome was exeptionally muilitarized and
nulitaristic, not just m modern terms but also
m ancient terms, still stands. The ddeas of laws
{fanle} and gloria (glory) are key m differ-
entiatmg, Roman mulitarism from that of other
Hellenstic states. By gammg laus and gloria one
could achieve the ultimate Rormman attributes of
honour and vrrtue and this would drastically
mecrease thelr reputation and publec statureand
thus, ther political mfluence. These socully
estesmed values can often be zeen m the art
and the material eulture of Rome. Acomn from
TOBC shows virtue and henour permnified on
one side. The presence of these traits on
comage mdicates their mportance n Ronuan
soclety. On the oppesite face of the con Roma
1z shown hand m hand wath Itala, plhemg her
foot on the globe—symbohisng Ronun
domimance over the world—clearly demen-
strating rnulitarism and aggression.

It was socul pressure and aristocratic
competition to achieve Elcria and honorem
that exac erbated nulitarism and ensured Rome
was so often at war. These Romun desires
meant that mere and more peoples, taritories
and wars were needed to satiate the persoml
needs of the Ronuan rul.mg classes. This
cultm‘allgr rooted competition as it de-veloped
also ensured that Rome would descend mto
years of cmwil war. The significance of this
competition for glory can clearly be seen m the
pax augusta (Augustan peace). As prmeeps,
Angustus would accept no challenge to his
dommance, and 1t was consequential of this
lack of politi.cal competition that after years of
perpetual warrmg, Rome endured a peried of
reltive peace.

This aristocratic, culturally engramed compe-
tition and desire for glory was somethmg that
nude Rome exeptional and ensured that it
was nearly always at war:

It iz meredible to recount how great the
state became in a shert time. So strong, was
the deswe for glory that came over them...
ccmpetitmns for gl-m'!_:r WETEe armong them
the toughest competitions. Each nan wasm
a hurry to strike the enemy, to elimb a wall,

to be noticed dc:n:ng such deeds. The'r.r
thought that thiz was true wealth: this
meant a good reputation and great nobality.
They were greedy for praize...they wanted
glory that was huge, walth that was
honourable. (Sallust, Catilme's Conspiracy
7.3-7).

Arncient writers saw the motrvation behmd
Rome's in‘q:nerial Wars In very different ].lghrs.
Polybius, a Greek, only saw aggression and
expansionisim. He believed the Romans wished
to get ever closer to ‘ther goal of universal
dommion’ (Polybius, 1.2.1-6). Whereas
aristocratic Romans like Cicero and Caesar
writmg, years later, wished to protect thewr
Emprre and saw ther wars as a matter of
defence. Cicero stated that wars were fought
by Rome ‘n order to live m Peace without
harm’ (Cicero, De officns 1.34-6). Netther of
theseviewpomts, noranyoftheaforementioned
factors can alone answer the question of the
origms and motivations of Roman Imperia lisrm.
A synthesis st be develcped that takes mto

accournt all eternal and mternal creumstances

and factors.

After the Prst Pane War it would be
apologetic to use the phrase, ‘defensive
mperialism’ to eplin the origms of the
Roman Emprre. Witheut beliwing that Rome
was the Pruvary aggressor n every single War,
we have seen that 1t 1s possible to argue that
Rome was, in general, expansionist and

aggressive. Durmg the Second Punie War,
« war was a central part of every
Roman male aristocrat’s early

adulthood »

Rome used the premuise of defence to dem:rc:y
Carthage entwely and seize donunance m the
Mediterranean. It was Scipio’s decisive victory
m this war that ::rpened up the Mediterranean
to Rome: Rome’s desire for wealth and new
territory could thereafter beunleashed, and the
Mediterranean world could be exploited to the
benefit of Rome and Ronuns. Ultmately
though, 1t was Rome's martnl tradition and the
deswre of her highly nulitarised arstocracy to
achieve laus, glorna and honorem that 1s the
‘eritical varmble' E:-:thing the orgmns and

the subsequent success of Roman mperna lism.
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SAWDUST CAESAR:
MUSSOLINI’S
ETHIOPIAN WAR

Q

Mark Loughridge

‘Lift high your banners, your weapons, and your
hearts, O Legionaries, to hail the reappearance of the
Empire on the sacred hills of Rome after fifteen

centuries,

In 1937, before an mmumerable crowd,
Mussoling eould finaﬂg:' announce the genesis
of his Roman Empre. In his own twisted,
qupotic mind, the course of Italian history had
fmally returned to where it had been most
comfortable—the age of Rome, of Augustus,
of Caemr. Yet to what extent Mussolmi
genumely beheved he had refounded the
Rorman Empre remams somewlat of a
mystery: the historiography concernmg the
centlict having been frequentigr couched m
economic or social terms. Many scholars have
approached the subject amachronistically
attempting  to portray Mussolini as 2
nineteenth-century mercantilist enticed by the
nljrrhicaﬁ riches of Ethmpia. This nmnifestlj.r
gnores the role of ideclogy m twentieth
century politics, something scholars havefailed
to properly address m ther respective
approaches. Other scholars have mamtained
that the Duc e wnshed to unify his drnided party
elite, divided as it was between left and right
durmg the Great Depression. In essence, these
factors do not sufficiently stand up to serutmy
but are often m fact tefeolcgical. treating
comcidental outcomes (such as mereased party
unity) as relevant factors for war. | intend to
argue that Mussclm was drven not by a desre
to unify his country or even his party around a
popular war but was in fact motivated by his
eological predispositions that centred on the
Ronan legacy.

Mussolmi was not the first Italian to twist the
Romuan Emprre to his own ends. Even m the
eighteenth century, rebellious sorts across Italy
were reusing the symbolism of Rome for
political means. The greatest flowermg of this

« not the first Italian to twist the
Roman Empire to his own ends »

romanita (loosely defmed az ‘Roman-ness') was
after the reunification of Ilnaly. The Ilalun
statesman Massimo, Marquis  D'Azeglio,
demanded that “we must make Italans® but,
with no real definition of what an ‘Italan’ was,
the mantle fell to the next generation to
resturect 2 notion of national identity. Shortly
after the reunification of Italy Italun
businessmen began buymg smull plots of land

> ¢

==L

m Somalia and the North African coast,
&e&'e?cpinﬁ these small enclives mte areas of
trade and economue dE"'.'-E‘].DPI‘IlEﬂ'ET. Soon ther
reltive success caught the attention of the
Italan government who now had cause to
ermbark upon an unperialist fﬂrmgn puli{'g.r.
stmmlated somewhat by the collapse of the
Ottorman Emprre. Inthisnew-{found mpernlian,
a fresh sense of ‘Ronmuan’ identity was slowly
being develaped, The eventual consolidatien
of these lands led to the formation of proper
Italun colonies which were now given
chssically-mspred names fittmg of ther
prestige: ‘Libya’ commg from the Greek term
for Africa and ‘Ertrea’ evoking the writings of
the geographer Strabo. Thefirst seeds of 2 pan-
Italan sense of romanita had been planted.
However, the liberal elite of [ta 13? soon ]::-Egan
to lose contrel of the country as socnl tensions
heiE;iltmed across the nation. The attempt to
conquer yet more of Africa to feed Ialan
prestige was thwarted at the Battle of Adwa
when, m 1896, the Ethiopian Army under
Emperor Menelikk I crushed an Italan
E':-q:na:litlcmr'r; foree, leading to riots across the
nation and brmging dewn Francesco Crisp1's
already weak government. The result of this
national embarrassment was the development
of new political ideclogies designed to rephce
the erumbling liberal edifice. Bnrico Corradmi

founded the Italin Nationalist Assocntion
(ANI)} which had, at the centre of its creed, 2
comrutinent to an aggressive Imperna List polic:.r
u:!esmg,ned to reawaken the Ronuan Empire.
Countless Journa le were filled with utter
neonsense about fra}?’*: capacity to rec liom what
Was 1'15i1r:"1_1ii1:' hers. Medic1 del Vascello, for
mstance, wrote: ‘Remember gentlemen, that
Constantmeple was built by a Roman Caesar
on the gorgeous banks of the Bosporus . . . and,
while the call of the Muezrmn rocks the Tirk n
his fatal torpor, the Gahta tower sighs
mploringly still to its Genoa: come back Italy!”
Soon Italian Nationalism took on quasi-mythie
connotations: Corradmi himself outlinmg his
cultic love of Julius Caesar m his phy Gmlis
Cesare: ‘[Caesar] 1snot a man, but a cosmos, a
munba'le':spe:::-p}e. rigd as ron, agi}eas thewmd.’

Withmn this mtellectual climate stood Benite
Mussoling, a young, socialist whe despme& the
Mationahsts, once proclhmnmg that ‘to us the
national flag 15 a rag to be phnted m manure’.
However, by 1926, his own Minister of
Coloniesproudlydeclared that ‘thedictatorship
has rendered anti-mperialism obsolete for
Italans', ‘W’h}* this thange of heart? I believe
the answer lies in the Nationalist pmpaganu:fa
etfort mitiated prier to the 1911 Libj.r:an War.
Seizing upon the collapsing Cttornan Empire,
Italy embarked upon a colonmlist project
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des:gned to capture yet more of Li]}y:l for
herself. The MNationalsts saw this as an
cppormitv to promote ther own form of
ronantic Imperialism, printmg huge numbers
of flyers and organisng nuass demonstrations
designed to appeal to the whole political
spectrum. The Socialist response was rather
patheﬁc. Filippo Turat, a Socmlist activist,
admutted that the Nationalists had caught the
leftists "merepsred’. The result of this
Mationahst campaign was theaceeptance of the
tenet of rommantic mmpernliom by those whe
had once even been hostils to the Nationalist
Party. Mussolini, though opposed to the war
up to its conelusion, was, | believe, prcfoLmdlv
mfluenced by this devastating propaganda
campagn, thus eventually leadmg hm to
absorb the Pri.m:lples of Nationalism and the
legacy of Rome.

Followmg his support of ltaly's entry mto the
Frrst World War, Mussolni was expelled from
Italan Socialist cucles. His response was to
formulate a new 1declogy, a new party: the
MNational Fascist Party (PNF). At first, the party
had no ideclogical compass whatsoever.
Tannenbaum describes the erly Fascist
squadrist: as the equivalent of Hell's Angels,
running around the Italian countryside beating,
people wath big sticks. Thiz wrepressible
exuberance was encapsulated n the phrasze me
ne frego, translated smply as ‘I don't give a2
darmn’. Alck of ideolc:g:;r was at first beneficml
to the Fascists with nEny young men sirnply
bemng swept up i the viclent and ‘ant1’ nature
of the party. Nevertheless, as support grew; the
Fascist elite needed to fmd an declogy. Step
formard Gabriele D'Annunzic. Following
Iralj,r’s hLuniliatmg settlement at Versailles,
D'Anmunzie, a fanmweus Italan poet and
statesman who had frequently compared
Italan mmperialism to ‘Ronun duty' m his
works, demanded that Italy be given land m
Dalhmatia as recompense for this mtemational
snub. No one seamed to listen too mmuch to
D'Anmunzic outside of Italy so, mstead of
campagning dlp].ﬂn‘m tica 113,?. the poet c:rganised
a =mmll army and seized the town of Fume m
nmdern—daj; Croatia. With hiz new enchve
l::l-E:iIlE‘ crganisad mto corporations, each with
elected ‘consuls’, and his armiy bemg dided
mto legions and manples, D'Anmunzio had
miused his ‘gay parade’ wath the very essence
of Rome. Now Mussolmi had a system to
emmlate. His love of D' Annunrio had stretched
back to the First World War when he had
copied muany of his idess, and even his
handwriting, when campagning for Italan
entry. Mussolini now used the Frume regime
as a politiral ‘blueprmt’: iz 1927 Labour
Charter, for mstance, beaarmg a striking
resemblince to  the corporatist
nnplanented ]:qr D' Annunze. The gapmg,
ﬁec:-logical hole m Fascism had been pluEed
by a combmation of MNationalist imperiahsm
and D'Annmunzian Rornmanism. This, [ believe,
created a powerful idea withn Mussolini's
mund, the idea that he could rebuild his owm
Reoman Empire and make himself the nest
Angustus.

But whgr did Mussoli decide to mvade m
19357 Mamstream hismriographg.r frequentlj.r
points to the Great Depression as a socnl and
political catalyst. I behieve this wgnores the far

clmrta’

greater r:atalyst ]:neycnd the z‘:ﬂps MNa=
Germuany. With someone copying hiz owm
deology, Mussoliny, a nan taken m by any
appeal to his colossal g0, felt that he was now
superior to nuny of the other Ewopan
leaders. Galle states that Hitler even consulted
Mussolini at his first Cabinet and began
mcaking speeches In praise of the Duce: ‘T have

« insanity...developed due to the
flattery of his people and the absurd

idealism of his party faithful »

Eamed the keenest admuration for the great
man who governs south of the Alps.’ Winston
Churchill also E:-q:nressed his adnuration for
Mussolini, stating that ‘the Roman gemus
personified by Mussolmni, the greatest livng
Liwgiver, has shown nuany nations that the
pressure of socialism can be resisted’. His ego
was now out of control. Hosplmls WETE EVErl
mstructed to use his name as an anaesthetic.
Gallo believes that ‘these congratulations and
panegyrics were like alcohol to Mussolny’,
hence m 1933 he prochimmed mn the aptly
named Julius Caesar Hall to a group of visiting
Asan students that ‘Rome and the
Mediterranean are resuming ther universal
mission’. Sadlgr, unlike the n'n.unphz nt Ronan
general, he did not have somecne remindmg
hmm that he was ‘onlgr a man’. With his mmd
filled wath the poetry and politics of
D’Annun=zic and his party elite mereasngly
statfed wnth romantically-nmded Nationahsts,
a perfect storm was being created. Mussolim:
would now stop at nothing In conguermg,
Erhicpia , the last free nation m Africa. ﬂntlmnj.r
Eden, the British Foregn Secretary, tried to
negotuate with the Italan government but was
rebuffed, Musselm: having mstructed his
Under-Secretary of State to strike down any
atternpt at compromse: *| want no agreements!
Unless 1 get e';'aﬂ_gthmg j.tmhlding the
Emperor’s surrender.’ Prior to the war he
addressed a 20,000-strong crowd of Avan-
gua rdisti, vowmng to ‘carry rhn::ugh to the end’
his plans of conquest, thus showing‘ hus rigid
determination.

The conflict, sadly, was a defeat for the
Ethiopuan Army, who for ther part fought
m].unt]::r agamst an army of 500,000 men, the
hrgest foree ever sent on a colonialist venture.
Mussolni's speech was replete with references
to past Roman glories, announcing that he had
brought Pax Romana and ecmilimtion to
Ethiopun ‘barbarians’. His ege was now so
lirge that he even started to statistically monitor
Britam, believing an Italian led mvasion was
only the nest step m his nsane plin. Once, ata
nulitary parade, he exclammed ‘wre can mobilise
ei.ght rmullion men at any tome m a r:c:uple of
hours on a smgle order from me!" The nuan
had clearly gone completely msane, an msanity
that had slowly developed due to the flattery of
his people and the absurd idealism of his party
faithful.

As we have seen, 1t 1s quite clear that
Mussoling had been driven to war because of a
sirnple idea. But we should net take that
simplicity to mean that 1t 15 not relevant. Some

scholars have tried to pamt Mussolni as an

anonualy in Itahan politics, partly because of
the tozac legacy of Fascism, particularly m its
German context. But Musselini's ideolc:ggr AS
not vastly different from his contemporaries: |
vwould hazard to guess that had Enrxo
Corradmi or Gabriele D’Anmunzio been mn his
pﬂﬂlticn t]:1e-§,r would have at‘tmlpted o
nnplﬂnmt a si:mi]arlj,r absurd fore:gn pcnlic:.r.
But to credit Mussalini with some sort of
econoric or social fc:resnght m his declaration
of war 15 to flatter hom. Musszolini did not care
about the mtricacies of politics, only hiz ovm
self-image, a self-mmage that led to the delusion
of his own people and the death of countless
Ethloprans His death perhaps Was Entlrelv
fittmg: he vwas given no ceremponnl bural, nor
was he afforded a noble Stoie suicide. Instead
he was lnched by his owm pecople, his bedy
]Je:ng pelted with stones and spat on at a rLual
petrel station: a fitting end for this ‘Sawdust
Caesar’,

This article is based upon a forthcoming dissertation
by Mark Loughridge.
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damnant
quod non
intelligunt

A case in favour of
medieval writing

m Theaverageheart smks
Katherine Dixon  when it hears names and
titles such as Chaucer or
Beowulf batted about. That 15 if 1t knows
anyth:ing of the words m the first p]ace: thegr
are antiqLuted bor mg, and therefore dis-
nussible. Smmularly medieval manuseripts are
regularly seenas th ngs of beauty; although this
15 where, more often than not, 1t 15 conc erved
that ther wvalue ends. PBrven listorians
appmac‘hing medieval sources for the first tome
can overlock lastorwcally wuseful pieces,
discouraged by ther mythical content or
blatant factual errors. Thas article will present
an altermative overview; one m favour of the
writmg, of the Middle Ages. As opposed to
what 1z commenly believed, writmg durmg
this pomt of 11131‘01’? can beacadermue, pc]ltica ll:;.r
mpertant, hterarily complex, and poignant.
lerough Eﬂ-q:loratmn of this clamm thas article
will show how rmather than approachmg
medieval writmg as somethmg primitiveand m
need of bettering, texts of the Middle Ages are
best seenasfornativepieces. When approached
COorT actly this article wll provide a sweepmng
overview of medieval writing, both academic
and literary, and suggest that withm them one
can trace the origns of modem writng,. [t will
also proposethat they arercbustand histerically

valuable in ther own right.

Pc:-pular media has lcng sculpted an muage af
medieval Europe as a p]ace of regression and
rigidity, one dommated by superstition and
even witcheraft. Truly, Umberto Eco refers to
the period as the ‘shaggy’ Middle Ages, This
view 1s not entirely false, however 1t 15 lnmted
and only reflects very specific cases. The
oxfaﬂzﬂlehning trend of this peric:-d rather seesa

« a clear divide between a literary and
a historical work had yet to be drawn »

contmuocus increase m academie study, firstly
focused nmonasteriesand then lhiter extend:

to urnversities of which rma ny were established
from around the twelfth century. For exanple,
Fope Innocent IV g,l'anted university status to
Oodord by papal bull m 1254 however the
establishment had been a plice of academic
study for over a century before this. The vast
nmjority of bureaucratic and academuc
documents that survive frem before 1300
concern the church, as it was the cleries whe
nude up the majority of literate proportion of
the population. Se too, even after this pomt it 1s
easy to dismiss a great deal of the acadenue
work that emerges from academue mstitutions
because ther writers’ prmuary focus was nerly
alomys rebgion. Christunity was an un-
doubtable pillar in ther daily hivie Tndued the
principal method of both teaching and learnmg
renamed the close study of holy texts.

This 15 not to say however, that universities
were places of the ‘pious plagarnsm’ which had
characterised earher monastic learnmg methods.
Rather as the period went on, teachmg came to
be typified by disputatio (argument) and quaesta
(questionmg). Both of these approaches en-
courage the critical questioning of religious
doctrme. Notorious early scholstic thnker
Peter Aberlard produced a work titled Sic ef

o (Yes and No), m which he presented
contradictory religious teachings side by side
for his students. The text makes no attempt to
resolve these mconsistencies, thus meimg
discussion. More so, 1t 1s at this trme that bocks
first started to be ordered m the WAYE WE now
take them for granted wnth, for eample,
chapters. Another commenly seen feature
were marginala, these being explanatory notes
and questions alongside a piece of text to
promipt and guide the reader.

Ina smilar vein, and asan mevitable result of
this style of learnmg, evidence was increasmgly
used by writers to back up the ideas which they
were promulgating az the Middle Ages
progreszed. To provide an eample, Samt
Anselm of Canterbury, under whom Aberlard
taught, combined theology with the secular m
his proofofthe He 1}* Trmatyusing rmathematics:
1 x1x1=1.Forrmmual :}ntological pro:::fs of the
exastence of God still studied toda],r can be
directly traced back to Anselm's work.

Having said this, key thinkers of the age dud
consider a vast spectrum of 1ssues which had a
focus other than rebigion. Folitics and
ZOVEerTIment wWere f'requmt topics for ana lgrsis
and debate. Thomas Anqumas’ De Regno was a
l1e2tedl‘5r discussed treatizse on the Tec essity af
L:ingship which he wroteto the King of Cwprus
m 1270. While such works mevitably drew
upen the divine right of kings as 2 means of

JLlsTifyhlS ther rule, politi-cal theorists also
considered society mere brﬂadl}'. The socul
hiera rchj, of Western Europe was often
presented nle‘ronynlma]l? as a bedy: [chn of
Salisbury's description of the ‘bod\- politic’
explams thls particularly well:
The hands coincide with officials and
soldiers. Those who alwa ¥s asslst the prince
are comparable to the flanks. Treasurersand
record keepers ... resemible the shape of the

stomach and mtestines ... Furthermere the

feet coneide with the peasants perpetually
bound to the soil, for whom it 15 all the
more necesary that the head take
precautions.

An 1zsue does emerge however, when written

sources such as these are taken too literally by
contemporary historians. Take for E‘H.‘all‘].pl&
another frequently crted lens rlu'c:u.gh which
medieval people envisioned ther society. The
‘Three Orders’ of Western Europe dmldad the
population mto bellatorer (those who fought),
oratores l:thcse who pmyed}, and [laboratores
(those wheo worked) certa inly 15 a neat msight
mto medieval conceptions of social drvision by
thmkers of the period, but is L]IlIEE].lSthEllY
rigid and limitmg, It presents a society far less
complex than the one of academic rigour that
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has been suggested thus far. Consder for
ea-:anip]e Bislmp Ode, commussioner of the
Bayeux Tapestry: as well as mamtaming an
mapertant religious position, he 1s depicted on
the tapestry as a dedicated soldier. He appears
on the piece third onl";r to Willam the
Cenqueror and King Harold. Sumilarly the
Cistercian monks whose days revolved around
prayer were also renovned, at least m the
branch’s infanc}:r, for their agriculru.tal sleill and
dedication to hard hhbour. Without the ability
to eritically approach medieval sources,
historians risk derremg falsities from them. It
becomes easy to see howa populbar conception
of the pE‘l’iﬂd as one of lmmited mntricacy, of
backwardness came to be.

Even if one 1z able to overcome this diffic ultgr

posed by medieval sources, there are still
elements of medieval tests that can be diffieult
to swallows It 15 not rare for a writer to provide
an account of a king performmg miracles, or
for medieval annals to sLggest that a pﬂpular
figure lived for well over one hundred years.
When approa-:‘hirg sources medievalists often
consider truth very differently than perhaps
rhe}' would appmaching mere modern pleces
of evidence. Mare Bloch considers the estab-
hshed belief across England and Prance of the

‘1'03?“.11 touch'; that a kinE could cure scrofula
through a moment of contact with the diseased.
Written and wisual sowrces of the period
document this muracle bemg performed on
several occasions. Rather than enqure as to
whether such muracles ceeurred, Bloch's focus
15 rather upon what the spreading of such tales
reveals about medieval society. For medievalists
presented with impossible sources the question
becomes not, ‘Did this luppm’ but rather,
‘Could this concemvably have lupp&ned to a
medieval person?’ Ther belief n the kng's
touch exemplifies the mystical, God-given
status of monarchs at this time. So too the
spread of sources expressing this belief aid an
historian m understand g, howmedieval 1‘:ing|s
spread Propaganda and mmmtamed ther
authoriry.

At this pomt in history a clear diide between
a Iterary and a historical work had yet to be
drawn. Jean Proissrt is one of the most
renowned chroniclers of his age. His writings
usefully document numerous wars spanning
Westarn Burope and are often drawm upon for
evidence of medieval concepts of chivalry
Kenneth Fowler argues that even though his
works would not stand the test of modem
historical method, they are still historically
useful because he offers maight to the ‘dramatis
personae of a vanished world.' Even iof his
characters are not entrely accurate rep-
resentations of ther referents, they at least
pomt out to modern historians the qua lit1es
which were praised or criticised by the
medieval imund.

Indeed chivalry was a topic of muany a
medieval poet's tales and there 15 plentiful
evidence that these, az nmuch as the more
formually mstructive documents, were read by
great knights for mspmation. Geoffro1r de
Charny, a leading French knight of the mid-

fourteenth century, knewthe timeless Lancelot
« for thogh we slepe, or wake, or ryde.
[ Ay fleeth the tyme, if hyl no

man abyde »

do Lac and scorned those who didn't act as
Lancelot did. R. W. Kauper uses facts such as
this to argue that a historian should approach
hmorica]]y maccurate texts such as this as
prescriptive,ra ther tha ndesucriptive, docurments
about medieval conceptions of morality. The
knights of these stories, and even the knights of
chronielers such asz Proissart, are written to
embody the qualities deemed 1deal for a knight
to possess. Thus, though the tests mmy
exaggerate an mdvidual's prowess and success,

this does not prevent them bemng useful source.

Rather a histornn can draw a great deal of
mformation from 1t when they approach it
correctly.

It 15 also durmg this period that tests and tales
m the vernacular first properly emerged and
were recognised to be of equal calibre to Latm
writmg, Gmffrev Chaucer, whe 15 almest
mdlsputablv considered the greatest English
poet of the Middle Ages, Ived m the Litter half
of the fourteenth century. His works exeemplify
medieval hterature at its best, but are far frem

the only precedent of high quality writmg m

this Period. He iz the peniman of many Plu'ases
that remaim wellcireulated today. ‘For love is
]:ulynd alday' is found m The Merchant's Tale
while The Clerk's Tale contains the words: ‘For
thogh we slepe, or wake, or ryde/ Ay fleeth the
tyme: 1t nyl no man abyde.’ In other words,
‘Time and tide wait for no nan’,

It 15 often nuuch harder to date medieval
dramas and poetry because they would have
eadsted n'adiri-:rm]lgr lon_g before thegr were
captured on paper. The sheer act of preserving

1at were m the first instance awural tales m
writmg 15 tllustrative of the shift m nund set
that tock plce in the Middle Ages regardmg
stories m the .English lar:ngge. Where once
onl;:r ancient Latm and Greek writers or
IE]]E,i.D-LlS texts were deemed worth being
retamed on precious and costly manuscripts,
now local religious lyrics and plays were also
elevated to this height. Indeed a contemporary
treatise asked:

Sithen [since] 1t 1s leveful [lawful] to han
[have] the myrac Lis of God pqﬂtid, “’hj?' 15
it not as wel leveful to han the myTac liz of
God pleyed, sythen men mowen [nuy]
bettere reden the wille of God and His
mervelous werkis in the pleyinge of hem
than m the pentynge.

This 15 mdicative of how important collective
hterary activities were deemed to be, both
s:::ciallj,r and nmrall:gr. Mystery eye les for
esample, m which Biblical stories were re-
enacted, were unifymg esgperiences for
conwnunities. Bach vocation i a town would
be given a relevant part of the Bible to present
to therr community: the fisherman of York, for
examiple, wereresponsible for telling the taleof
Moah's Arlk. Despite the ]:115]115" moral foeus of
these P]ﬂ?u, an E:{Elnplification of their
popularity 15 the fact that Pope Innocent III
grew so suspicious of this enormeously popular
and mfluentnl displhy of religious celebration
m a hinguage other than Latm that n 1210 he
torbade clergy from performmg on any stage.

Cc:nsequentlg; it can be seen that medieval
writmg, n whatever form it came m, was far
from null or dismussible. From  formal
acad ermuic writing to pcpular hterature, and
every text fallng elsewhere on the spectrum,
when approached con'ectl}r it 1s i.'mpﬂssible to
nuss the quality and originality of texts of the
Middle Ages. One sees the origins of many
modern wr tmg, trad itions which we tc:-daj.r take
for grantad. During ﬂlepﬂ'iod a shuft bag,;n to
occur from Latin to the vernacular, acadenuic
writmg became presented as we recognise it
today and ever more dependent on evidence to
back up its chims. More so literature, both
entertaming and morally mstructive, wasz a
socially valuable commmodity and put to paper
to preserve preuiq::usly aura 113; retained tales.
Bven when written sources seem of dubious
academuc utibty, when approached correctly
they can offer a great deal of historically useful
mformation. Thus far from something to be
overlocked, a lot 1s owed to the writers of the

Middle Ages who have mfluenced and inmlred

SiIEEthE“!,F first put pen to paper.
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Niamh Keenan

Interview: Peter Ginn

Peter Ginn is a renowned historian and
archaeologist. His tel evision work includes
the BBC series Victorian Farm and Tudor
Monastery Farm, which see him re-create
everyday life on small farms using period
equipment and techn.iques all whilst
retaining a smile.

When did you first become interested in history?

My mother says that, as a toddler, 1 was
forever pickmg thmgs up that were lymg
around. | remember beng fascmated by
pottery fmglnents that were found at my
friend’s house and a musket-ball that I found.
When I started my se«:c:ndary education, [
ended up domg work experience with the
Ondord Archaeclogy Unit. When UCAS tume
came, | opted for archaeology as [ had studied
both sciences and arts. [t provided 2 nice
babneceand I liked its hands—on aspects.

My tme at University College London
{(UCL) wasone the lnppiest perio-ds af my Lfe.
When I arrived at the Archaeclogy Institute,
everyone was called by first names and [ was
one of the mmority who had come straight
from school. Many had taken a gap year but
half were mature students, Thisgavemea very
balinced unersity eperience. [ was moang
with people who had worked and who brought
a lot to the table. And needless te say | fell

m love.

Speaking of school, how do you feel about Michael
Gove's propesed revisions to the history curriculum?

When [ first started secondary school,
teachers shuggled o keep up with cwrieuhom
c‘hanges. [ remenmber l:aving‘ to use three
different notations for lc:lgic gates depmding
on the ssam board. My pomnt 1s that pclitic 1ans
are forever fiddling with education.

[ have alvmys viewed histor}' as a comet: the
piece of ced-up dust and rock that 15 hurtlng
through space 1s the hereand-now: The very
point at wihich we exast 1z what VOLL Can never
capture, the tail 15 I.wmg METOTY, and the pa th
it has taken s what we nught call ‘history’.
Although 1t matters what we study, perhaps the
most mpertant element 1z how we study
hustory:.

[ thmk that getting prumary school children
to look at events n livmg memory could be
mter esting,. And the rewrite seems to address
many of the fears that the il Propﬂsal
created. [ thmk the kegr 1s that the Department
of Education needs to guide. The history
cwrriculum should be all-encompassmg but
fleable, Ultmmuately, the ocutcome should
always be to equip the pupil with the tools
needed to smdy, anal'g'se, and Eritique.

I'm glad that teachers can muke the
government backtrack. We should support
them as thegr wll ke dc:ing the tea::hing.
However, all pupils are different and although
there are elements that a child need: to know

when 1t comes to history, different subjects wall
pique different children’s mterests. I'm a big
Brunel fan, but I think Berners-Lee iz a
national treasure. He 15 also very relevant to
children today: the fact that there 13 no visual
record of the first web pagesisa Ecod debatinE

pont as to the mature of llistor;:r.

If the Browne Review or simidar changes twere
implemented, what do you believe would happen?

| was lucky encugh to attend unwersity
before fees. Had I waited two years, [ doubt |
would have gone. | was shocked that a Labour
government ins’rigated fees —this coup led wnth
thecreation of numerous universities. Sudden-
ly there were far more people gomng to
university and they were coming cut mn debt.

University has never been free. The whole
system: 15 In a state of fhoe To havea degree is
no longer unusual: therefore it 13 unsurprismg
to fmd many unemployed graduates. Umi-
versifies are trymg to adapt, compete on a
Elcbal scale and attract fareign students to top
up the coffers. If fees go through the roof,
there has to be a pay—off. Essentully, you need
to be spendmg that kind of cash with the
knowledge that you wnll get a reciprocal job.

[ can see why ‘the Browne Review says that
sciences should be supported. Science needs
to be studied at UNIVErsity lewvel pricr to
progression in the workplice. So I think those
wantmg to study science will do so after school

and applications wll probably go up. The arts
« | have always viewed history
as acomet »

won't necessarily decline but there wall be
more purpose m takmg an arts degree:
essentnlly people wnll thmk more carefully
before domng i, and nmy come to the
humanities later n life,

Do you think history shouwld be mandatory
throughout schooling in our prerent educational
climate?

[ am a fwm believer that history should be
universally accessible but that doesn't mean
that 1t should be compulsery. | think everyone
should be given a good foundation at schosol.
This wnll include the a]:.'rility to ana ljrse souUrces
and to assess ther V:alidiry. As much as this is
the dormam of 1113’(01'3.?, there i1s a Iot of cross-
aver with English. Much of my ability to read
history comes from a fantastic English teacher.
So give everybody the skills to study hastory at
schooal but ensure that there are resources
available for 3tud§.r m later life.

Why do think it is important to present history to the
putta?

‘Bducate, mform, entertam’ was the BBC's
mitial mantra. [ have alwayes beheved that
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EVETYONE pays the licence fee, therefore it must
provide programnung for E‘VE"_T,I'DHE £ mterests:
part of that iz history. However, m order to
educate and to mform, you must first entertam.

We could have gone dowm the route of
nukmg dry progranumes, but part of nakng
lnstoq accessible 1s to nake a programme that
the viewer can watch as enjoyment as well as
gam knowledge. Alexand I always used to sy
that on average m 60 seconds, you need 50
seconds of pratting around and beautiful shots,
and 10 seconds of hitting, the viewer with the
facts.

W’h}.r 15 this progranuming, nnpc-rtant’ I think
1t 1s umportant because our mtention 1s to nuake
history accessible to a wader audience: to nake
programmmes that people who wouldn't watch
histery programmes would enjoy: to tell the
stories of our ancestors through walking a nule
m their shoes.

W& are living at a time that s starting to hark back
to the past, whether it is the popularity of watching
historical dramas or of adopting a ‘make do and mend'
approacky what would you attest as the reasons for this
act of vecapturing the yesteryear?

Fashion repeats iself. When we filmed The
Lord of Misrule for Tuder Monastery Farm
Christimas, this was a conc ept the Tudors had
revived. Througlmut time we have revived the
past. Recapturing yesteryear ties m very nicely
with the Green movement and a move to a
more sustamable future. Mankmd has the
ability to conquer nature msomuch as we have
the ability to create a built environment: but m
doinE so we divorce ourselves from nature.
HarLinE back to the past m the vint‘age."'n'lal_e—
do-and-mend way 1sa tanglble way of keeping
alive those things that ety £IVE Us an enormous
sense of satisfaction. It also brings us back to
the comet. As time progresses, our relationship
with the past changes.

The shows do tportant work by displaying British
heritage, but they are alzo popular That do you think
are the cauzses for their acclaim?

When we make a film, it has a marratve arc.

hmg we do on-screen, be it pluck a
goose or saddle a horse, has to have a pay-off.
Furthermore, we are featurmg daily lrves: what
you see on screen, we actually do, but equally
e TLETVEL pretend to live n thepast. so we have
hind sight.

We have honed what we do over 11 years, and
I think that when Victerian Farm came out it
locked and felt unique, With Green Valley, we
were Just crazies on a Welsh hill. There was a
director who lived nearby and edited at home.
Hehad studied fora FhDin hismr}r 50 Was Into
getting, the progranume bang on. With Victoran
Farm, the half hours became hours. We got
another director who 15 still here. He was
mterested m the hght-sided elements as wellas
the facts. We are veary lucky with cur smll

tearm. As much as we ‘present’ the progranuries,
it 15 a collective effort. I wouldn't change it for
the world.

All your shows, from Tales from the Green Talley to
Tiador Menastery Farm, show not exactly the lowest of
the low, but neither do they depict the upper echelons
of society. TWhy do you think that the lot of the commaon
tman is popular to follow now?

I don't necessarily think that thishasgamed a
lot m popularity. Rather this we&‘yday Life
apploa{'h to history has perhaps tapped mtoan
exasting, nterest. While [ was at unversity m
the late 90s, the British Musewrn was alreﬂng
s Egﬂ:atmn gaﬂerles o umorporate howr
ancient Egyptians lived as well as how they

« | have broken many a bone...
but you just get on with it. »

died. Cur programmumes are similar m that we
tap mto a 1‘11$t|:nr5r to whach people can relate,
There 15 always the wider sociceconomic
situation as a reference but locking at how
someecne lived can be far more relevant than
studying the Sun King, | know from my fanmuly
tree  that many of my ancestors were
tradespeople. Also when you've done the hard
work nnking smnething as si.mple as a brick,
younever lock at an mner city terrace the same
Way agam.

Omscreen you do many tasks, fiom cveating silage to
trying your hand at stenemasonry. What skdls have
you learnt that you couldn’t have gamed without these
shotrs?

[ realise that [ am very 11.11'1:'5{ There are so
nuny skills that L have had a chance to turn my
hand to. [ also thmk that the progranmres have
enabled us to get to grips with many skills
the same way as our ancestors would have
done. For esample, when we nade lime in the
kilns, we loaded them ]:uj,r hand. When we
unleaded them with two shovels, we had rags
over our faces, and had to get used to the
burnmg sensation of the quicklime dust.

However, my favourite actrvities consisted of
driving a steam tram, buildmg pigsties, con-
verting Colin's ambulince to use coalgas, and
bringing i the harvest on Victoran Farm. I
thmk the greatest appra:mtmn that I have got
from these prograrmmes 1s just howmuch tme

and E&‘ort 15 ]I'.I.T-'T.‘l].".i"Ed Iy HETYTIIH].E

It must have been tough at times to live out there,
What tvere some of the hardest trials?

We are never fully cut off from life but life
could be guite remote’. I suppose what malkes
it onto TV 15 essentually edied highhghts of
our vear. However, we have spent a year living
these lrves and as with any year there are ups
and dowmns.

Often 1t can be the cold. We wrap up warm

but often the weather can be bitter. For me it is
always my feet that feel the cold, due to the
hob-nailed boots. Walking around on metal
studs is great for grip but they conduct the cold
hke nothing else.

Also 1 have broken any a bone ml‘l‘:ing on
thefarm but you just geton with it.  remember
puttmg a metal wheel back onto a shepherds’
hut with my right hand swollen up as if
someone had mflated 1. When [ fmally got 1t
checked out, | had two breken bones, but
nothng, could be done as they had started
knitting, together.

That being said, one canmot help but notice the most
genutne smiler on everyone'’s faces. What have you
enjoyed the most?

We all like each other and we have a great
time. [ am very lucky to do thisasa joband [
have always lilzed getting stuck m and domg
the hard work. I've alomys liked a challenge.
What have [ en_]oyed the most? We once went
steanl—l:l].cugh:ng for Victoran Farm, which
was quite armazing, With Tuder Monastery
Farm, | thmk my favourite activity was the lead
mmnmg. The weather was anazmng, the work
was hard, but the results were mmpressive. But
perhaps the thing that | enjoy the most on
every project is that point when you are
costurmed m a per 10d setting, with a fme
warnung a pot, and you lock around and for
Just a flash you are back i the past.

The theme of this issue 12 Origing, so it just ranaing
to ask if there will be another venture of yours starting
at some point i the future?

The BBEC want to cl‘mnge the precmet of the
programme so we are swapping the farm for a
castle and we wnll spend a year 11E]Pir15 to buld
aca stleusing Dnlj.r peric:d tools and teclmiques.
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0 Vienna, 1938. Successtul Voung,
Francesca hat desgner Trudi Kanter is

Street running a stylish nullnery
business and preparmg to marry
her busmessman fiancé Walter. We were
young, and the world was ours,’ recollects
Kanter n Some Girls, Some Hats and Hutler, her
recently republished memorw, ‘I vwas n love
with Vienna'. But Trudi's Vienna 1s a city en
the eve of the Second Werld War, the Na=z
Anschluss wath Austria 13 mmpendmg, and
Trudi and Walter are Jewnsh., Trudi uses her
good foresight, her business connections, and
her L:r:relmting determination to ensure safe
passage to Britain for herself, Walter and her
agemng parents. Trud1 Kanter's memowrs vividly
highlight the difficulties, both bureaucratic
and emotional, faced by these who attempted
to leave Namioccupied taritory. Cutwardly,
Trudi pragmatically f'ights for her tannlvs
future. Inwardly, she is fightmg an nternal
battle between her love for her home town of
Vienna and her luqowledge that Austria has
now become part of Naz Geanuany, and she is
no longer welcome.

Some Girls, Some Hats and Hitler 1s a thought-
provoking, emotive tale from one of the most
wretched periods in EBuwropean history, told
mtﬁ'&l}' frem the perspective of Trudi's
arresting, narrative voice. The memeorr 15 as
much about Trudi's allconsummg love affar
with Walter and the society and fashions of
1930s Burope, as 1t 1z a thought-proveking
account of her experiences fleemg MNazi-
occupled Austrin. The memomr was first
published n the 1980s, at a time when, as
Grant notes, publishers had yet to ‘become
mterested m accounts of the Holocaust by
Drdinar‘jr mdividuals'. Readers would have
viewed Trudi's conversational styleand vibrant
desa:‘riptions of fashion and love affars as
unsuitable for 2 Holocaust memeow. Toventy
years later views have changed. A British
pu|:r1isher whe stumbled upon Trudi’s out-of-
print memoirs mn a second-hand beock
shop quickly became enamoured with her
passionate, personal narrative. Some Girls, Some
Hats and Hitler wasrepublished m 2012 and was
praised by literary eritics and histormans: praised
for the way Trudi's vivid prose offered
enhghtenmng msights mto the experiences of
ﬂe&ing Mazi occupation. Trudi's narrative
TOICE 18 :aurgl.l:ﬂ:.'rh,.T the highlight of the bock. She
15 brave, resourceful and admurable, but still
maperfect. Tl’rrough presenting herself m a
frank, unronanticised and resolutely hunuan
way, Trudi's memoirs arerendered all thenlore
powerful: They remind us that victims of Nazm
persecution were E-:actly like you or 1.

The process Trud: must undergc: m erder to
ensure IEELLEE m Britam for her f“.:.lnilj,r 15
E’aughr wath difficulr::r. Her prosperous hat
business has given her connections throughout
Burope, but her attempts to gamn entry for

Walter and her parents are problmiutic. Trud:
stresses just how diffieult it was to gam a
foreign visa. The bock also deals with the
emotional difficulties assocnated with leavmg,
For the twenty-first century scholar, studymg
this period m hmdsight, it can be difficult to
comprehend why so nmany people chose not to
leavether home country once it was threatened
with Na z1-occupation. On ther way to safﬁt:;,r
m Englind, Trudi and Walter visit Walker's
family in Prague and once there the couple
attemipt to persuade Walter's relatives to leave
Crechoslovakia, Thisadvice is mnvam. Walter's
family do not want to leave: they cannot, or do
not want to, Imagme themselres to be m
danger m ther home country. Trudi recalls: ‘It
1s hard for us to say goodbye. Uncles, aunts,
nieces and nephews, cousms, grandmether.
Seventeen people. [ remember 2 tmy pmnk-
and-white gmgham dress [...] MNone of
Walter's fanuly survived Theresienstadt.”

Your home and country of origin are
mtertwined with your 1der1r1tv Leaﬂng this
behind 15 mpossibly difficult m the twenty-
first century, but was mcomprehensible wo
nuny lving m 1930s Burope. Trudi finds
leaving Vienna heart-breaking. In her evocative
prose the Austrian capital becomes a character
of 1ts own: at the l:regi:rmn'lg of her memoirs,
Trudi mﬂly describes Vienna's beaur::r and the
way she sees 1t as definitively a part of her
dentity. She subsequently is forced to watch
the country of her erigin become correded.

« your home and country of origin are
Iintertwined with your identity »

Her view of Vienna clmnges. The mmage of a
cuckoo clock whach hangs m her hat slmp 15
used b}' Trudi as a Inetaphor for thas change.
Barly m the tes, shortly afier the Gemun
mvasion, Trudi notices the cuckoo clock,
which she has owned since she wasa child, and
notes ‘I used to love 1it. Tcdaj,r i ]:readf.r blck
eyves and frozen expression mock me.’ The
clock, which she his owned since she was
young, symbolizes her Viennese identity. Later
m the text she notices that ‘the cuckoo locks
really vicious to me now: Maybe he's a Nam?
Fmally, Trudi comments upon 1t for the last
tumie when she 1s leavmg Vienna 'l won't rmss
you, | think. Your hard, shrill voixce. Your beady,
soulless eyes.’ The progressivea lteration m the
way she views the clock acts as 2 metaphor for
the way her view of Vienna slowly changes.
Despite this, Tudinever truly comes to despise
Vienna. She emphasises m her bock that many
Austrians, some of whom were Nam
supperters, axded her m her attempts to leave.
Thebock makes it elear that thedividebetween
Eﬂﬂd and evil 15 not alvmys elear—eut and Trud:
ramams unable to diwvorce herzelf from her
Anstrian origins, both on a practical and

emotional level. Onece living m Lenden, Trud:
and Walter soon realise that to the war-worn,
British puble, they are ‘enemy aliens’
Ultimately, Trudi realises she does not need to
torgo her Viennese wdentity and even if she
never retumns to Austria, it willalwaysrenama
part of her Ife. At its core, Some Girls Some
Hats and Hitler 15 a love story. Trud: met Walter
m Vienna, and she wnll almgrs associate their
love affar with her home town. This allows
Vienna to remam a part of her wdentity forever.
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A King, A Kaiser
and A Tsar:
A Family Affair

@ The 4th August 1914 signified the begmning of one of
Ellie Byrne  the most devastating wars in modern history. In the

centenary year, we are continually remmded, and

1'1511tl'5r 50, of the horrors that war bmught to Eum-pe
between the years 1914 to 1918, Yet, while so often taught mn broader
terms in the school classroom, whj,r was 1t that an extended falnilgr came
to hold the fate of the continent in ther hands, and how did go so
astonishmgly wrong?

George, Nicky and Wilhelm, the three cousms whose fanuly ties date
back to Queen Victorn, were mdeed the mam figureheads of ther
respective countries m the nmn up to war. Briam and Gemuny were
perhaps the most closzely related m termis of social and cultural ties, with
Russia brnging in the Eastern element. Ther connections, ther
E’imdships and above all ther rivalries would pl-ay 2 sigrﬂ.ﬁcant role n
the events that led to that fateful sunumer m 1914, How Britam came to
ally with Russia agamst ther more natural companion, Gernuny, 1s one
of the great mnconsistencies of the twentieth century. Queen Victora’s
decedents, who occupied no less than 10 Buropean countries, created a
‘dynastic web' which led to the greatest ‘domestic drama’ the world had
so far seen. The origms of the First World War are really the story of
‘howr rova ltjr dra gga:l Europe mto the abg.rss'.

It was the allianee strueture DfELu'ope which concemed the German
Kaiser the most. Britain and France had signed the Entente Cordiale in
1904, ending years of Anglo-French rivalry, and over a decade earlier
France had established ties with Russia m the Franco-Russun pact of
1892, Drawmng parallels
to the private allances
of Burcpe's ruli

fmniljr. Wilhebn had

not Oﬂ].}"’ ]JE'H] ].EEK ot

« the First World War is really
the story of how royalty dragged

agam, but he was also
surrounded. Por the
fnnliljr.. Paranoid Wilhehn had never been a vmnnly welcomed guest at
famuly events. The tangled relationship between the Gearman Kaiser and
his English mother, Vicky—theold est daughter of Queen Victoria—had
a huge Impact on the Vo Kaizer's attiudes. Dhsabled from barth,
Kaiser Wilhelm had a cc:mplez-: lovethate attitud e towards Vicky, which
transferred itself to Britam as a whole, strongly mfluencing his foreign
policy. As David Butcher describes him: ‘the cousm nobody wanted to
phywath. Bullymg, crass, unstable, tactless, clownish—and a competitive
bore. We're left with the mmpression he was a war waitmg to happen.’

The last ever meetmg of the three men took plce at the Kaizer’s only
daughter’s weddmg in Berln m May 1913. As historian Mranda Carter
explams, Wilhelm was delighted they all came, and he put on a great
show for the other royals, but, she msists, he was also parancid that they
were all ta]l-:ing about hom. He wouldn't let the King and the Tsar be
alone tcgether for fear Dfl:ne:in.g left out. There 15 2 great paradcx and
wony m that this event held m Germany: a great meetmg of all the
contments royals, but one that left i1ts organiser feeling 1solated.

Just over a year later the Austro-Hungarian Archduke Franz Ferdmand
was assassinated m Sarajevo 'tq:r Serbian nationalists. Serbia was Russia’s
allgr, Aunstria-Hungary was Gernmany’s. The CGI‘I‘IPIiC.‘H.’Ed alliance system
of the great farmilies of Europe was about to threaten peace on the
contment. Nicholas begged the Kaizer ‘m thenameof our old friend ship'
to stop Germany allies gomg too far wath Russa's own.

In Britam, Kimg George wa s amsacus there would be no war, but he had

Europe Into the abyss »

no real power. The constitutional 113::rur::11§r stc:pped hmm from lmvinE
any true sy mn the events of July and erly August. Meainwhile, the
autocratic Tsar and autheoritarian Kaiser had a lot more control. In the
perception of the decision makers, there was no other way than war of
protecting essential political and econormic mterests. To give up now
Taar Nn:l{jr thcught it would essenriall}r be an abdication of Russia asa
great power. In Berlin, the Kaiser's attitude was MOre comp lexe Wilheln
the tmud’, as so nicknamed by his army, was also not m a position to
back down and his mongermg towards supporting Austra m a ‘httle
Balkan war’ was about to explode on a contmental seale.

The First World War 15 one of the greatest tragedies m human history.
In total, 30 countries would be involved m the conflict. By the end of
World War One, over nne million soldiers had been killed, and another
21 nullion wounded. Over one nmullion soldiers were kalled m the
mfamous Battle of the Somme alone, meludmg approzamately 30,000 m
Just onedajr. An esturated 11 per cent of the pcpulatiﬂn of Prance was
killed or wounded durmg the war. Roughly 116,000 Americans were
killed, even though the US was only n the war for seven months. ‘For
Eurcpe's royalty a very persomal fanuly tragedy loomed’. The war
brought about the end on Burcpe’s ruling class as 1t was: George escaped
re]atively unscathed bj,r his lack of powwer, but the Kaiser's mevitable
abdication left Germany without a menarch and the foreed abdication
and eventual assassmation of the Tsar left Queen Victorn's fanuly legacy
I tatters.

In the end though, the Great War wasn't just about the one farmly. As
this year remmds us, 1t 1z about the countless men and women whe
sacrificed so much for ther country. Netther greater than the other,
netther lesser than the other. But it does call mio question wh}r thoseat
the top, wath so much power, didn't do miore to prevent such a disaster.

‘If any question why we died,
Tell them, because our fathers lied '
-Kipling
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‘Fortes bella gerant, tu Felix
Austraie nube:’ The

Habsburg Family

@ Long faces, droop:ing, chins
Nicol Ogston and gapmg mouths are hardly

the charaeteristics assoeimted
with Emperors. But whether 1t 1= Titian or
Durer pamting the illustrious Habsburgs—
trymg, hard to downply these traits—they stll
domumate the canvass. These gawpmg
Habsburgs, however liughable ther appear-
ances, have been one of the most consistent
features of Burcpean hm’rorgr nuking ther
presenr:e cn the continent felt m wrvm.g
capacities for over seven centuries. Such a
successful famuly by requusite requiwes an
ASPICIOUS begnmlng For the Ha bsburg 5, what
cameas a promusing start soon turned sour and
they would have to wait for 130 years before
takmg ther plce at the head of the Holy
Rorman Empirre mn 1438. The orign of this
family 1z much like ther regn: unique and
mgenious with some of ther arly clms
verging on lnacy. But wathout hmdrance, they
came to be the most successful noble fanuly of
the e:i.ghtemth century. Clnrting such a feat 13
not smmple, but by analysing ther crigms it 1=
evident how this deeply ambitious fanmuly
trnunphed where others failed. The end of the
Habsburgs under Karl I lends msights nto
how the same characteristies which buile them
up, bmu.g,ht them cra 311]'115 dowmn. Dum]:rilitj.r,
re].iabﬂ.lry and adapmbﬂiﬁp are SYNONVINOLUS
with the name Habsburg as ther genesis, regn
and dermize all mdicate.

The Bishop of Strasbourg and his brother
Werner completed a white tower on the
Wulpisburg above Brugg in Switzerhnd m
1020. The twe men would use the castles
name, Habictsburg (Castle of the Hawk), hater
Habsbm‘g,as ther surname. The ear 11, Habsburgs
were descended from the Aargau lands and by
the nud-thirteenth ¢ entury themr possessmns
had been racoE;niSEd by the Germuan Emperor.
After quelling a few rebellions by ther Swass
tenants, they began to conummnand some political
authoritgr but did not qui::klj,r move towards
deas of Impaial succession until the Couneil
of Electors met at Frankfurt m 1273, Rudeolf 1,
Count of Habsburg, was selected Holy Roman

Brmperor over the equally ambitious and

powerful Ottokar II, King of Bohemmn. Herem
iy the first challenge for the mfant dynasty as
Ottokar refused to recognize Rudolf as

Emperor, cuhnjrmting m the Battle of
Marchfield 1278. Theoutcome led to Ottolar's
defeat and te Rudolf acquirmg the lands of
Anstria and Styria. Rudolf I falled m securmg
his son Albrecht’s sucecession to the throne but
fortunately due to the short reign of Adolf of
Massau, HIbracht ‘the cn&w&d was elected
Emperor. He was the ewct antithesis of
Rudolf: Overly rash, short-sighted (Literally
and figuratively) and stubborn, nukmg him
exdremely unpopular ameongst his peersand hus
family. His nephew eventually became so
concerned at the security of his mheritance,
which Albrecht refused to confn'l‘n, that he
assassmated hom durlng a return visit to the
white tower. The Habsburgs lost the crown

« the origin of this family i much like
their reign; unigque and Ingenious »

and retreated nto an Empre of thought for the
next 130 years. Thegr built a commmemerative
a]}be'g.r, Ks::nigsfeldm to the ‘nmrtyred Albrecht’
and began to cultivate a new self-muage and
past. Theresult culminated in clamms to dwvme
right over the Holy Roman Empire supported
l‘:ry a 11:mg, f somewhat fabucatad, ancestry
from Charlﬂmgneto | esus Chrast.

The Habsburgs during these long years
nearlycametobeascribed as smaple laindowners
m the footnotes of history. A smgle forged
document created by Rudelf IV, Duke of
Anstria, n the fourteenth century reversed thas
possibility mevitably. The Prvilegnim mams
mu.ght recognition from the Hol'?' Ronmuan
Empercr that the Habs]:urgs bY ri.ght should
had the Emprre. Recognition did not come
but the Habsburgs had managed to force what
then appred as a legiti.tnare document o
the Pu]}li-c conscioustiess and moved ther
Empire of thought into one of reality. Albrecht
Il (r.1438-1439) returned Habsburgs to the
throne and permanent lj.r for the ness 400 years.
The ormgm of the Habsburgs anphasises thewr
ability to adapt and change to the political
terram, When they lost nfluencethey collected
lind, cultrrated ther mmage, pushed out rivals
and fought for recognition of ther divme right.
130 wms a steep price but due to ther
adaptability they prospered n over 400 years of
monarchy.

Mth-::m.gh the e:rl}r years mdcate how
mrr:'nsicall'y arribitious the Habsbm‘gs wrere, it
does not eplm how they sohdified rule for
400 years. In order to eplim this, [ have
narrowed focus on three rulers: Mazanmllian [
(1459-1519), Maria Theresa (1717-1780) and
Franz I (1768-1835). Mazarmillian was without
doubt the Habsbm‘g who moved the f'arnilg.r
from ]:reing pmvim:ial to mternational. His
m:arriage to Mary of Bu.rngdj,rf mhermance of
Tirol in 1490and 2 & eaty endowing hmm with

Bohemun mn 1491 outline some of his early

successes. He attached lhis zon, the futuwre
Charles V to the Hemress of Ferdinand, lendmg
the Habsburgs all the Spanich dommiens. His
mternal governmental reforms, meludmg the
formmation of the Rerchschhizse, handed a
degree of mperial power to the prince electors,
11'raking the Habsburgs an mmmovable fodure
m German politics {in the eyes of the princes).
Indeed Mazanullian became so self—asserted
that by 1508 he ammed to be both Emperor and
Pope smmltanecusly but it was not to be
Maria Theresa and Franz | are testaments to
the Habsburgs® ability to confront changmg
enviromments. Maria f‘mmusly outlivwed caplxal
meislunmt, a move well be-!,rend the tmmes,
and extended some political reform. Franz
would go on to tackle the threat of Napoleon
by disselving the Holy Roman Empire and
establishing the Austrian Bmipire. Bach of these
monarchs represents a smgulr facet of
Habsburg quality. Mazarnullhan represents the
unwavering ambitiori, Maria Theresia the
commutment to evolution and durability; and
Franz to the adaprability which ensured
Habsburg survival at a2 tmme when most
Buropean countries and ther dynasties were
failing,

The 1914 war signalled the twnhight hours of
the Habsburgs. German attempts to gam
mastery of the contment savw Kaiser Wilhebn I1
barter Austrian lands, side-lme ther nubtary
and mtertwme the Austrun empre wath
Gemuan natiomalism. Karl [ subzequently
withdrew from government but never
rencunced hizs clhm to the Austrian throne.
From the 1slind of Madera where he tock
refuge, one smgle flame of Habsburg quality
contmued to shine ’r]:'JI:::lugh untouched after
severl centuries: consistency. Urfommatelgr,
the curtamn fell on seven centuries of gapmg-
mwouthed Habsburgs and the durable, reliable
and deeply ambitious fanmuly were aseribed o
the footnotes of tvc'va'ltjr—ﬂrst century hmorgr.
The origns of the Ha]:rsburgs are the ke;r to
1mdersmnding howr theg.r established and
followed through on a colossal reign which
nude them Europe’s most successtul dynasty.
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« wWithout the first world problems of

many Roman elites...satire would

not exist at all »

What have the Romans

ever done for us?
The origins of satire

e The humeour evoked from satme
Emily has always been for an acquired
Rushton taste. Satre relies on a small niche

of humour, fmding fin n others
nusfortune, or stealing lbughs from public
n'h:::ckergr. Todajr. satire exasts moreas the clever
nun's msult, acting as an exhisive type of
humeour, only to be readily accessed by those
‘m the know' or thosze ‘wath the tmme' to fmd
out. But where dud 1t all begm? In modem
culture, satwical forces like Private Eye and
Monty Python may highhght the rony wiathm
a plethora of first world problems, but wathout
the first world prc-blenls of many Roman elites
from the Republic to the Empire, satire would
not exast at all. How could a literary genre,
relymg on mockery and the lowest form of wat,
ever nunifest itzelf mto the riech man's
shpstick?

Apart from sanitation, medicme, education,
wme, public order, rrigation, roads, the fresh-
water system, public health and, of course,
satire, 1t's understandable why some would
query quite what the Romans ever did for
soclety: 1t 1s not all necessarily true. Many
of the sclely ‘Ronuan' mnovations that
characterised ther mfalhbility have m some
way been contest by erther a rather artistically
hic entious Greek, or a medern scholar wath tes
much tume. Satwe, however, 1s cmnpletelj.r
Romuan. The genre's use of eloquent metaphor
combines ther Literary intelligence wath ther
growing license to chastise higher autherities.
The growmg, mportance of urbanitas, the wit
of a city man, meant that the abihty to
understand humeour on a new level became
mtegral for appearmng crvilised n a competitive,
elitist soc 16ty Take a true lust for the pam af
others, combme this with inr::hntestably clever
linguiage, and you create somethmg so Roman
that 1t 15 still mtact almost 2,000 years later.

Although Muecke suggests there to be Greek
words (very tenuously) conveying the idea, the
true satric genre began to take shape from the
middle of the second century BC. Tragic poet
Ennius used his artistic license in a way never
seen before, openly altering the length of his
poetic meters m his Saturae, and beginning to
use almost dilogue, whilst solely focusmg on
the Rorman elites m Southern Italy durmg the
Rorman republic. However, az nany scholrs
agree, it was the poet Lue s whe tl‘L‘ll‘E’
canonised the genre as it reamams tcsda?. Wight
Duff puts it pa‘l:‘ectlv,r: it was Lucilms’ ‘almost
viclent mterest m the Ronuan society and
politics’ that spurred on his creation of a genre
that, to begin with and m many ways contmues
to thrive off of the culture of the elite.

The manner m which Lucilins locked at
Eorman elitist culture msp red an mfhesof new
Writers, especially in the empire, who nuade 1t
their sole purpose to thrive off of nlocking
ther audiences. Horace, famous for his

patriotic Odes, dabbled in satireal writing,

although 1t was much softer than that of later
writers, lilke Juvenal and Petronms. Because of
his bﬂckgrr_;Lmd m lyrie poetry, Horace's
attemipts to satirise were still executed wath
natural, literary beauty, whereas Juvenal's
nmuch harsher approach to the genre resulted
m danmnmg portrayals of emperors and
metaphors that would have been fit for a
Ciceronuan speer:h.

However for a ttue demenstration of per-
fected satwe, one can ge no futher than
turning to Petronms, the writer of the
mtangible Satyricon. In its outer framework,
the plece 1s sold as a rather questiomble
odysse?, cau.ght up swath feasts, orgies, and
overflowmg with wat. Petronms himself was
described by Tacitus as a man with a ‘carefully
practized elegance’, and his understandmng of
the satirie genre demonstrates that he failed to
be anything else.

Whereas Horace and Juvenal used ther
poetry as a vehicle to satirise, Petronius created
what 15 effectively a Homeric epyllion, m 1ts
most tenuous state of Lmda’standing‘. There is
certamlya protagonist, but rather than seducmg
and desertng women, he usually ends up
entangled mn a week-long ‘one-night-stand’,
with any man or woman whom he encounters.
He certa jnlj,r ends up n adventures, but rather
than mc 1tmg, heroiwe acts, he meies orgies. He
even encounters mnterestmg, foreign characters
- but rather than wise oracles, he meets fat
freedmen pliymg wiath the balls (tenms,
obviously) of young boys. Even the title of the
work satirises itself. Although, on one level, the
title mtroduces his satirismg of the anplrical
court under the anperor MNero, 1t also alludes
to the mythical satyrs, a group of goat-like men
who caused muschaef, predmninantly with
therr sesaual promuscuity. Whereas now 1t takes
Prrvate Eye a whole rmagarine to satirise a
weeks' worth of events, Petronius manages to
perfectly satirise an entire race n a few etant
bools.

Ancther of ‘Wight Duff’s des::riptions af
Lucilus, almest entrely sums up my wiew on
satwe. He says, ‘Lucihus is an honest satmist.
Though he pillories others, he doe: not
pretend to be better than he 15 or better than
those whom he censures.” This, for me, 1z the
key. The origins of matwre do not lie m simply
takmg the muck, but m ostensibly pushmg the
true nﬂ:uject to such an extent that its cwn
absm‘dit}' becomes whc:ll:;,r a
its purest form highlights social wrongs, and
does not make the 1dea of mockery a socmal
right. But of course, when needs must,
everyone should mdulge n satwe for a litle
cormuc relief. As Juvenal says: When a Funuch
takes a wife . . . 1t's hard not to write a satirel’

remt. Satre m
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Importing Liberalism

HJ

Petra Balazic

f—'i]though it iz difficult to predlct whether
recent unrest m Bosni and Herzegovma wall
prove to befatal for the future of the state, they
are certainly a reammder of the desp underlymg
1ssues Bomaa 15 fa1lng to resolve even with the
mternational help E,mnted to i ]'_'F!f Dayton
Agreement m 1995, With a soarmg un-
etnplcyrnmt rate of 44 per cent and ethnic
tensions between Orthodox Serbs, Muslim
Bosnuaks and Catholic Creats, conflict sesms
mevitable with complete reconstruction bemg
perhaps the only possibility for a brighter
future. However, it 15 questionable whether
the West's urging for the adoptmn of liberal
pc:litmal and economic pohcies are the solution
for a country as complexas Bosnia.

At the end of the Cold War Francis Fuluyana
prochiimed ‘the end of history' and the
unstoppable spread of hiberal democracy. As
the bipolir system of the postWorld War Two
mternationalorder erumbled, many interpreted
this to be the final defeat of conumunism, at the
tume the cnl}* apparent alternative to liberal
derm}craty. Such hc::pes were rather quickl:.r
shaken, as not enly did conumunist regomes of
China, Cuba, and MNorth Korea persist, but the
religious states, especually Ishmuc regimes of
Middle East, also asserted themselves as
prominent global actors. However, the idea of
liberal government still has an overwhelmmg
appeal to peoples who feel oppressed. The
Arab Spring, Ukranian protests and Bosnun
unrest have all heard ealls for ‘basie lhurman
rights’ as granted by the liberal government.

Protesters m different cases mostly refer to
the orlEjnal ideas of liberal Political the:::nry m
therr yearnings for a more demeocratic future.
Although the history of liberal tlmu.ght can be
traced as far back as Plato’s writing, its modemn
origms are usually assocnted with the French
Revolution. The ideas which inspired the
revolutionaries can be seen as the cubmmation
of the Enbghtenment period of political
philosophy. Reason had triunphed over the
Ta tiﬂmlitj,r of the ancien régime. The cIy for
‘hiberty, equality, fraternity’ became the basisfor
contemporary political liberalism. Economuically,
it fitted perfectly with lisserfawe and the
retreat of the state from various aspects of life.
The government became, m the words of
Thormas Pame, a ‘necessary evil'. The freedom
of an mdrvidual had to be protected at all costs.

Since then lberal ideas have m practice
develcped m various directions. Natural 1'i.511ts
of men were, after a long struggle, estended o
melude women and members of other races.
These nights, however, have become a
distmetive issue, often separated from politics
and usually the core grievance of socml
movements. Liberalism as a pﬂlitical diseourse
shifted towards economic theories of free trade
and ther i.mpl-ﬂnmtarmn. In the twentieth
century, lberal demoecrats of PEurcpen
countries were thus more melined to focus en

deas such as Keynesnnism and neoliberahsm
rather than explormg and expanding the
philosophical aspectsof 1789’z iberal thoughts.

The meaning of liberalism today depends on
the context in which it iz considered. In most
western Puropean states, where basic hunman
Iights are Satisfactorlly inc:::rpcmted mio the
constitution and public hife, being a hberal is
111:::-91:13' associated with economic beliefs,
Smular 1s true for the United States, although
the meanmg mnplies the other dwection of
economic thought, that 15 favourmg state
mtervention rather than retreat. On the other
hand, m the countries where people are being
oppressed or discrimmated agamst, or where
the legitmuacy of the government 1s brought
mto question, calls for liberalism frate on the
political and humanitarian erigms of the
thought, namely the findamental freedoms of
persons.

Bosnun protesters have expressed the need
for complete reconstruction of government
structure. Leaders of the recent Udar revelt
movement have prc:lclairned the Dayton
Agreement to be at the end of 1ts course. If 1t
does lead to the dismtegration of the structure
set up by the Agreement, a new one would
have to becreated essentn 1115.F from seratch. It is
almost certam that the medel chosen would be
that of a liberal dﬂno-cmcg.r. Importation af
modern western liberal thought mto Bosnn
and Herzegovina might however prove to be
more diffieult than 1s perhaps anticipated.

« the ldea of liberal government
still has an overwhelming appeal to
peoples who feel oppressed »

The modemn version of liberalism clashes
with some of the most promment aspects of
Bosnia. As an udeclogy which plces an
mdiidual  above everythmg else, 1t
aumnlatrall} overlocks the hmtorf.r and ethnie
configuration of the country. During the
period of socumahst Yougoslavia from 1945 to
1990 1t was community which was strongly
emphasised. Bratstvo I:brcrh-a'hoc-d or fratermity)
was heavily propagated and given the lughest
priority m all aspects of hfe. The war that
followed  the breaL—up of Yu.g-:::s]am
strengthmed the mportance of mnational
conumunities, although 1t divided the three
peoples withm Bosnu herself. Fraternity, in the
meod ern West the most neglected of the French
Revolution’s cries, 15 thus an outstandmg
feature within the Bosnan population. The
protesters are accordmngly very mmch con-
cerned with the future of the COMMMLINILY, with
the majority af Zroups Wantmg free haaltheare
for all and voting particpation lawwrs.

Omn the other hand, even some fundamental

aspects of liberal thought, dating back to the

lare—ei.ghte&nth CENTUrY, se€m Mappropriate m
Bosnmnn context. For contempararies iberahsm
was meant to becomea seculbar theology which
would shift allegiances from the Church to the
state. While Bosnn would probably benefit
greatly from such a develepnmnt her history
and fragmented structure make it unlikely, at
least m the narer future. Religious aﬂ%mnre
15 deeply rooted because it 152 part of personal
dentity and 15 lmked to person’s national
orgms. The unrests have seen a significant
extent chm}p eration between different groups
— 171D stly th.rc:u.g,h the perception of the corrupt
government as the common enemy - yet the
fact that nationalist partiesreceiveas hi.gh as 40
per cent of votes mdicates the people still feel
an endurmg sense of belonging to therr specific
ethnic group. The strong feeling of community
withm a group then also means the mentaliy
of us versus themereates the basisand potentual
for conflict which modern liberal demecracy
attempts to avoud.

Many expect liberalism to eventua ll'j.r prmll
m global pc:litir:s. Smece its origins m the 1789
Bevolution it has mdeed been the mest
enduring form of government. Nevertheless,
the question remams whether its modern form
15 so successtul mostly because the nations that
have embraced it a]ready had the historical and
struetural predispcsnions that enabled its
miplementation, and whether s success
would be possible n different societies such as
Bommn, where priorities and grievances lie

elzewliere.
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A Journey to the Chinese Origins

(W

Katrin Heilmann

Chmese New Year 15 the most mnportant
festival m Chma, standmg at the core of
Chinese tradition. tradition. It is based on the
12-year cycle Chinese zodmc calendar
origmated m the Han Dynasty (206-220BC).
The calendar names each Vear after an anmmal:
the rat, ox, tiger, rabbit, dragcn, snake, horsze,
goat, monkey, rooster, dog and pig. The system
also attributes one of the five elements — earth,
vater, fire, wood and metal - to the anomals.

Tradition and Superstition

Chmese New Year starts weedks before the
actual New Year's Bve with sweepmg and
clea nimng, of the houses to metaphoriﬂalljr sweep
away bad luck. Once the house iz cleaned,
linterns, paper cuts and paper scrolls bearmg
Hi (fu, good fortune) or 'E}f'{cai, wealth) are
put up. When a friend and I prepared to go o
Harbm, where a Chinese friend’s famuly was
gomg, to host us, we bought gifts for the famuly.
We got two Beljing spirmts, fresh fruit and e:'ght
chocolate bars. In China, quantities matter
because of phonetics. For esample, you should
never give four of an item because the Chinese

four ‘" (s1) sounds hke death *¥E" (s1), even

though the-f,r are different tones. The Chmese
for eight—',-"'&' (ba)—1z assocmted wath
prosperity and wealth, Odd numbers tend o
be considered less fortunate since the Chinese
consider that gno-cls thi.ngs should a].\w.ys ke
repeated. Whiale eigﬂlt and nme 11‘:-"5‘3‘5"3 bear a
positive connotation, there are also luckj.r
numbers depending on the zodiac. In the year
of the horze toe, three and seven are said to be
especnlly hucky.

The Journey Home

For Chinese New Year all of Chma 15 on the
road to travel home to their fanmulies. Chmese
M ew Year starts with the newmeon on the first
da}r of the New Year and ends wath the full
nwon 15 da'_;rs biter [this year on Valentme's
Day). It 1s the peak travel period, which tourists
are advised to avoid by travel guudes such as the
Lonely Phnet due to the immense amount of
people on the roads, trams and anplanes. Once
peo-ple start leavnlg for ther hc:metowns,
whole cities SledE‘nlY becomea lot emptier. In
Beljing, where it 1sord marilya lmost impossible
to find a seat m the subway durmng rush hour,
there were empty spots as well as a lot of

n'ave].ling farmilies wath bu]l{;ir hlEEa ge.

On our tramn ride to Harbin, we sat m our
hard seats trjring te shift around te somehow
beableto stretch out our ].ﬂng 1&53 m the small
spe-seat arrangement. Originally we had wanted
to buj,r mere comfortable seats but desplte
sItting with a Chinese friend at 1.30pm at the
day of the release of the tram tickets n front of
the computer, we could not get any better seats
because the other tickets had already been scld
mternally — despite X1 [npmng's actions agamst
corruption, which received 1 lot of medn
attenition. At least we did not have to stand on
the tram like one of iy Chinese friends who
stood tl’u’ough a 15 hour tram ride, where she
would =it Dnl;:r occasiona lljr when people left
for the bathroem er the board restaurant.

MNew Year

On New Year's Eve, fanulies have a large
reunion dinner, which mcludes many different
dishesa.o. chicken, pork and fish. Inaccordance
with a Chmese proverb SESEH M (niin nen
you yu, every year there is fish), some of the
fish is on purpose left on the pliteand stored m

the kitchen overnight because the fish 15 2
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metaphor for surplus. There 1s also a lot of
drinking to the funure, health and prosperiy.
Red envelopes {?l"iﬂ., hongbac), which are
filled with money, are exhanged. In the whole
NewYear period, therearefrequent firecrackers
all over the streets, thc-ugh the najority of
Chinese light firewwerks on New Year's Eve
The days followmg New Year's Eve, most
families stay at home or visit others. On New
Year's Day, the grandchildren traditionally pay
a visit to ther grandparents. In the following
days morerelatives and friends get together for
niore eatmg, drinking and chatting. Our host
fnnlil}' m Harbm combmed wvisitz to other
friends’ houses wnth sightseeinﬁ and tock us to
the Iceand Snow Festrval as well as the Harbm
International Ice Sculpture Competition.

Harbin Ice & Snow Sculpture Festival

In plhces, which are warmer than Harbm,
many familes go to the Temple Far, Temple
Fars were origna llgr cl'ganized b‘?’ Buddhast
and Taoist Organisations and served the
proemotion of faith. Today, the religious origm
has faded mostly mnto the background, as

commmercna imm and entertamment have taken

over. At one of the hl‘ge'st Teetnple Fawrs m
Benmng, Ditan Park {I‘Iﬁ.l’gﬁ}, crowds of famulies
were eatmg strest food (barbeque meat and
fish) while watching Chmese comedians,
dancers, singers and acrobats perform. Children
Were Jumping on tmmpo]mes, posing for
picnuescr]:ueing carried around n a traditional
sedan chamr, while ther parents were taking
pictures of them.

Temple Fair in Beijing Ditan Yuan

While traditions are at the core of Chmese
Mewr Year (some of them quite superstitious),
much of what Chma used to be has vanished
—first m the rages of the Cultural Revelution
and kter i the endorsement of Deng
Huopmg's socialism with Chinese character-
istics. To this day Chinese identity 15 complex,
there are strong regionalist tendencies, while
dentification m terms of ethnicity are also
quite conmon. In all that rebgion has been
sidelined and Many cases pushed under—
E;rc:-Lmd leading to unrest n Xinjang and Tibet,
where sub-nationalist groups demand mde-
pendence. The Year of the Wood Horse has

been traditionally assocuated with war. Both

domestica 11}' and also mtemationa ]]:.,r with
regards to the tensions wath Japan, the Year of
the Wood Horse, which has been traditionally
associated wiath war, promises to be an
mteresting one.
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12 Years a Slave
Q

Jonathan
Falconer

With the 86th Academy Awards commg up,
Steve McQueen, director of'Haar[gﬁ and Sharme
locks lik eljr to become the first ever black film-
maker to collect an Oscar i the ‘best director’
category for 12 Years a Slave, his unflinching
tellmg af the story of Solemeon Nc:-rr.lup
freeborn African American man from New
York who was kidnapped and sold mto shavery
m 1841. McQueen’s basic and straight-forward
drrection, expressive performmnces by beth
Chiwetel Ejiofor as Northup and Lupita
Myong's as Patsey, and gergeous cmena-
tography by Sean Bobbit allcombine to present
an emotionally resonatng depiction not only

of the horrors c:-t Selomon Northup's persu:nnal
odyssey, but of the transmthntic slive trade as
an entirety.

The problem wath adapting a duary for a
motion picture is that one often ends up wath a
somewhat predictable, limuted narrative, How-
ever, n 12 Years a Slave, the form 1s utilized

Emcéully and bruta Hv The audience 1z with
MNeorthup from begmmg to end, and the
horror and frustration of bemg taken and
mnprisoned agamnst one’s will radiates from this
film, creating an atmo sphere of discormfort that
15 almest stiﬂing,. This 15 as it should be. By
m.ak!ng this film difficult to watch, Steve
MeQueen has remamed faithful to those he 1s
paymng tribute to, and to what he set out to do
m the first phee. 12 Yearr a Slave 15 2 hughly
amotive experience, without being convoluted
or needlessly sentmmentahst. The power m
MeQueen's film lies m its frankness and
simpleity.

This honest and emotve style 15 amplified
through a perfect perfmnunu:e by Chiwetel
Bjofor. Rather than resortmg to over-thetop
theatrics, Ejiofor 1z perfectly n sync with the
director's style and delvers 2 nuanced
performance that relies more on subtle facnal

E'!qJT'E'SSiDﬂS ﬂ.l‘ld EESTLIres, T:'-IT].'!LEI' TJ.I'.LHI'.I. 3].].—01.11'

meledraima. The mchision of the character of
thecvwne Willam Ford (Benedict Cumberbatch)
toys further with the audience’s emotions.
Cumberbatch’s character 1s relatvely sym-
pathenc to the other shvers m this film,
somewhat winning over the audience. However,
it's only a matter of tume before you remember
his profession. This beaur:tullv elicits moral
dilenma s within the viewrer.

Michael Fassbender's performance as Edwin
Bpps 1z by far the most over-thetop thmg
about this film and occasionally detracts from
the si.tnplicit? and realism that makes the rest
50 powecrful. Hans
hukewarm, repetitive and UNorigma l. These
barely sgnificant fliws aside, McQueen's
depiction of Neorthup's struggle manages at
once to be both gorgeously sumptuous, and

vml-er.n:lgr srripped back and drect.

Zmmmer’s score  is

the horror and frustration of being taken

and imprisoned against one’s will radiates
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a dark ballad of vengeance, hatred and

human perseverance

REVIEW (LEINY o9

The Railway Man

G Attention dear lover of cinema
Rafael and enthusast of any metion
Koukkoullis prture pertaiming to have the

shghtest indication of historical
content. What I am about to deseribe contains
vivid Imagery and a pincll of the old ‘ultra-
violent'.

Jonathan Teplitzkr's, The Radway Man, based
on the riveting autobiography of the same
name, 15 a fibm that wll captivate and shock
you. The hearttelt story of Eric Lonuax{Ceoln
Firth) begms with the typical ‘boy meetsgrlon
tram’ and turns mto a dark ballad of vengeance,
hatred and human perseverance. Lomax suffers
from the demons of memory as he relives the
torture he experienced bemg a prisoner of war
m Burma during World War Txo.

The only path te redemption 1z trackng
down his Japanese tormentor and seekmg
revenge, however how far can Mr. Lomax go
without allowing his past to destroy his present?
A con‘q:rlicated dilenuma arises be-tween 1'ig|ht
and wrong, revenge and forgiveness: a dilenmna
that wll separate audiences between justice
and morality (I chose justice).

This visual adaptation of Eric Lomax's
odyssey truly speaks from the heart regarding
the tragedy of war coupled wath the base
lcnathing it breeds as well as its IJngenng batter
recollections. The Railway Man contams vivid
scenes of ferocity and torture that wall make
John McCam's experience look like a spht lip
and a headache. Theacting 1s superbly origmal.
Firth pulls off an admirable portrayal of Lomax,
with Niole Kidnuan and Stellin Skarsgird
Perfcmnng, to an equa 113.' high standard, thus
ensuring, the success of this best—sellmg story
m the realm of cinema. | recommend anyone
to see it as well as read the book. Though you
will not ke dlsappcmted I cannot pronmuse a
pleasantrebsang Viewing—prepareto betroubled
and trawmatised by this epic story. Then agam,

P].EH Sanftriess 1s overra l'E'd

The Nation // Live:
An Exhibition

@ The Scottish Mational
Katrina Bortrait Ga ller}'*s ‘The Nation
Chambers Ml Live' exdubition displays a

Mational Galleries of Seotlind
conununities outreach project that mecludes
mformation on  Clydebank, Inverness,
Dumiriesshire and Skye. [ was ntrigued by the
des of ‘mation’ and s origms to ech
community throughout time. The exhibition's
themes include: roots, union, work, ciwvil war

and faith.
The exhibition explms these themes and

pursues debates CONE erning: jcbs and
unemployment, Scottich ndependence, rehg-
wus behef, tolerance and sectarmnism and
economic  nugration.” EBach  theme has
mdividual sections and uses quotes, gallery
items, and the communities’ mterpretation of
the themes tlu'u:nugh various art forms. The
exhibition's central focal pomt 1s a Dhaniel
Warren film  that  ties mgeﬂler each
conununity's mvelvement m the pro_] ect.
‘Roots’ focusses on nugration in Scotlnd's

l'usmry It mvolves a central Scottish cOnITIUNItY
alongside the Unmwersity of Edmburgh's

Schoel of Scottish Studies. The section
contams Charles Awrery’s drawing “The Fliceaf
the Route of the If'en’ and Drew Wight's
vimyl, Wounded Knee' concernmg mugration
oral culture,

The ‘Union’ theme, consisting of four parts,
shows the 1707 Union of the Parlaments and
the [acobite rebellion, utilismg the com-
murities of Inverness and Fort George. The
first two parts me orperate Jacobite and
Hanoveran medals from the gallery's
collection, and oversized medals by commumaty
members mspred by aforementioned medals,
demonstrating ther mterpretation of the
regions’ identity,. There 15 also a drawmg
entitled ‘The Battle of Culloden ]:uj,r Luke
Sullivan,” and finallj,r i CONtenporary k-
coloured flag, ‘The Flag of Cur Land,’ designed
by local school students, representing Moray's
bindscape and community identity.

The Work' theme refers te Clydebank's
mdustrial, commereal and trade uromnist
origms, usmg Kenny Hunter’s orange | mmy
Reed bust, 2 wooden speaker’s podmum, and
school children's se]f—pcrtraits. T]'Lecm'nun_mity
emulites these origins b? enacting  a
reconstruction of a mass trade union meet g,

‘Crvil war' shows the origins of fi.ghting for
strong religious beliefs during the covenantmg
period. The belief of Covenanters' 1s demon-
strated two-fold: ]:l-j.r Wagsraff’s Engraving, ‘The
Battleof Dl'Lunclog depi::tmg the Covenanters’
trrumph, and S George Hevwvey's ‘The
Coveranters’ Baptism' book. Photographs
exhibited the community's covenant
resnactment, along wath the wgs that they had
WO

‘Faith’ 15 displayed usmg Scotland's religious
origms ma photograph of Hole's *5t Columba’
mural from the gallery. Another photograph,
Wision of Farth,’ depicts Sl{ye s young, faxth
CONMIMUNItY a lcngsn:le therr turquoise spray-
pamted stones project. Pmally, a rectangle
c:}ntam:ng wooden p].aques collects  ther
conmments on faith.

[ recommend this free exhibition at the
Scottish MNational Portrait Gallﬂ'y, as it shows
different conmmmities’ ez-q:rlc:rarion of Scotlind’s
entities, getting to the heart of Scottish
orIgms.
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audiences have expressed anger over the

film’s ‘glorification’ of unsavory exploits

b

(Lg

14

The Wolf of Wall Street

The story of mvestmg. A jungle

@ full of bulls, bears and danger at
Tilly every tum. Martn Scorsese
Adcock {Director) captures the real life

story of stockbroker, Jordan Belfort
(Lecnarde DiCapric), an optimustic man from
a Eunilj,r of accountants, locking to make it ]::ig
on Whall Street.

After gaining a job at the reputable tradmg
frm ‘L.E Rothschild,’ Jordan is thrown mito
the corrupt and unstable world of Wall Street,
where he encounters drugs, sex, and the
potential to nuke mulbons. Whilst on Wall
Street, Jordan 1s exposed to an attitude of ‘fuck
the clients’, which can be seen by nuny as a
realistic view of how Wall Street treats its
clients. The film goes on to explore the origins
of Jordan Belfort's own brokerage fim,
‘Stratton Oalameont’, which specialised m sellmg
useless shares through aggressive sales tactics.

But rather than focusmg on theconsequences
of the frm’'s fraud, the film has a strong focus
on the antics of Jordan Belfort and his friends,
which are pcrﬁa}*ed mn a hwmeorous light.
Jordan lves a life of huawy at the expense of

others. He drives sixcars, lives In a nmansion, 1s

nuarried to a supermodel, and has three horses,

two vacation homes, and 2 1708 }'acht.
However, there 15 a darker side to Jordan's

hfestyle. Corrupted by meney, Jordan proudly

admits, and even boasts, that he ‘gambles hkea
degenerate’, ‘drinks lke a fish', enjoys the
company of prostitutes five to soetimes a week,
152 druE addict, and has three different fed eral
agencies 10:::1-:11/15 to mdict hmm. There have
been different Interpretations about this fibm's
message. Andiences have expressed anger over
the film's ‘glorification’ of unsavory exploits,
saying that 1t completely ignores the victims of
Jordan Belfort. But, in my opinion, It tells the

sad story of a talented man with a promising,

future, who 15 corrupted by Wall Street and
money.

Like Scorsese’s Shutter Ieland, the audience 1s
given clues that Jordan Belfort’s life 1z an
husion and that his mipression of himself is
mmugmned as shovwn by the ‘story telling’ nature
of the film. Jordan has to correct details, such
as the colour of hiz Perrari, and most
maportantly, m the scene where 1t 15 revealed
that Jordan's ‘successful’ journey home was
mmg-ined, we are shown the destruction he
leaves behmd hmm.

The film reflects an 1ssue that 1s very much a
contemporary one: getting cheated out of
money by risky mvestment companies who
advertise ‘met rich qLu-:k' schemes. In rany
WaVs, this film represents the Origms of this
type of scam, and shows the dangers of exress.
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Career Pathways:
A Week in
Publishing

a Eurmg  Innovative  Learning
Kerry Week, | decided to spend five days
Gilsenan on a work pheement at White

Light Media, a design and pub-
hshing agency based m Leith. As a writer and
Reviews Editor at Retrospert, with an mterest m
the workmgs of publishing cpﬂ'a’riﬂns, the
week provided the perfect oppor tunity to
consider the production of nagazmes outside
of the univer nt;:r spher e,

A company keen to showrase its ovm talents,
White Light Med publishes its own magazine
Hot Rum Cow three times a year, ammed at
those nterested m the world of drinking, and
has recently announced the launch of its own
beer. Whilst gammg practical experience n the
publishing ndustry, my time at the company
gave me a great deal of msight mto how
publishing agencies further the mterests of
their clients: these publications can act as
nurketing tools to enhance the muage of clients
to tarEEted audiences.

Despite the mevitable stram on the contm-
uation ufnewspapa‘s and publicaticns with the
digitalisation of print, White Light Media 15
nmv:ing, wiath the times and 1s as ]::11.15'5r a5 ever,
The increa smg pcpulantv af corporate
publications and thediversification of narketing,
tools have sustained a steady flow of business.
Furthermere, White L:i.ght Media does not
only operate m print, but produces digital
pubhcatmns, adapting to the changmg scene.
Listenmg m on a rehearsmal pitch for a
prospective client revealed the thoughtfulness
and flar of the editorml and design team,
turning a brief mto a thorou.g,h flat P]zn m a
rratter of weeks.

Prmrll}a my tume at White L1E,ht Medu
furthered my ab 111t§r to write m 111ult1p le shrles,
adoptmg, ittt wosces o nat the sndience
or mature of a piece. For eample, work
with Hot Rum Cow mvolved a less formal
tongue-m—<cheek style, unlke that of any
acadermie _jc:mml I have previously worked
wath. I was particu]arlj.r gra teful for the oppor-
tunity to write my own pileces, ncludmng an
‘Interesting Drinks Worth Trymg' feature on
Denmark’s Garmmel Danslk, and a *Transatlhntie
Beer War® piece, comparmg, five UK and US
craft beers using the context of the American
War of Independence.

Aside from ther own magazme, White Li.ght
Medmn Prcduce a vastarray of publica tionsfor a
variety of companes—Equinit:’s busmess
maga zine Source, Standard Life's Standard, and
Heowden's Howden Life to name a fews: These
commercial projects reflect the growing deswe
for busmesses to build ther profile through
primt. Transcripts of mterviews wiath Gorden
Nicﬁlp:ine fremm Channel 4's The Seeret
Millionawre, as well as Rjrder Cup sponsors
Standard Life Investment, d ea It wath unfarmiliar
subject matters: vet they usefully demonstrated
the use of differmg mterview styles, such as

spotlight pieces, and more focused Q&A
SESTIONS.

The biggest challenge, on my final day of the
plicement, wa s compilng a feature mtroducmg
Hot Rum Cowbeer. This unique brew; chozen
]'_'F!f the White Light Mednia tearn, reflects ther
shared desire to drmk great beer. As a piece
promoting the beer, this faaturerequired meto
be sensitive of the pcrrrav:al of the Hot Rum
Cow brand, as well as ralkmg the reader
through the brewmg process, drawing, msight
from mterview transcripts with brewery staff.
Learnmg how to compile pull-quotes, research
and getting a feel for the pu]:rlicaticn*s Tolce
prcnn:led a sound Lmderstanding of how to
approach a feature with marketing undertones.

The week also mvolved the development of
my editornl skills, again with an avareness of a
nultitude of styles. Proot reading pieces for
the University of Liverpool's Reahse magazme
—amed at showrasmg the unmwersity to
research and busmess colliborators—snth
Adobe Acrohbat, requ:red aclmowledgng the
tone of the previous two 1ssues. Transcripts,
too, denuanded some editornl know-how and
different approaches to bringing out relevant
nmteral, ranging a greatdeal m length, froman
heur and half to fifteen mmutes.

Most notably, the week demonstrated the
mTportanc e of woerk experience In f:lal'if!,ring
the direction of a career path. The work
plicement was incredibly easy to obtam, flex-
ible and of great use. It the rmagazme industry 1s
of mterest to you, | highly recommend workmg
with White Light Medin to further your
asprration. [ have tlmroug‘hlgr Enjcyed mrking
m a role that caters for both writing, and
editornal tasks, researchmng and plannmg, and
strongly beheve that the eperience has
established an invahiable basis for the future —

the or 1Zns of an ambition.

the importance of work experience in

clarifying the direction of a career path
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